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OR(ENTAL POPFIES- TITANS Among Perennials 


BIG 10 
COLLECTION 


10 Outstanding Varieties 
Including All Colors 
of Oriental Poppies 


GLOWING ROSE. New begonia rose 
A beouty 

JESSIE CURTIS. Striking mohogany 
purple 

CLAUDE FOX. Deepest red 
SALMON GLOW. Huge double 
sgimon pink 

WHIRLWIND. Large early orange 
MARY JANE MILLER. immense 
geranium pink 

WHITE QUEEN. One of the best 
white varieties 

TANAGER. New giant scarlet 
CURTIS GIANT SALMON PINK. 
Big light pink 

JOHN Ul. Dwart coral red 


All 10 (cat. value $9.10) 
for ‘7.50 


POSTPAID 


CHEERIO 


For sheer brilliance and gargantuan floral proportions no other 
perennial can match Oriental Poppies. The new shades of rose, 


salmon, lavender and mahogany in addition to the flaming reds Pi ¢ T U RE 
and clear pinks have increased their popularity tremendously. 

They simply dominate any part of the garden selected for them. C oO L L £ C T | ie) N 
Planted singly or in groups they are most effective. May-June 

is Poppy time when the giant flowers on towering 3 to 5-foot BETTY ANN 


stems are always a main attraction. Although regarded pri- 
marily as garden flowers, Oriental Poppies provide superb WATERMELON 


material for indoor decoration. CHEERIO 


SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER EMPRESS OF INDIA 
Both Poppy Collections $3.75 Postpaid 
(14 plants) for only *10.50 einai a 


All Labeled and Postpaid 


Once You Have Some of the Beautiful Varieties Offered Here You 
Will Never Part With Them! 


All orders will be filled with husky one-year-old plants. Immediate shipment. 


Wilts Mare Gardens 


BOX 38-H BORING, OREGON 


left 
BETTY ANN 


Bottom 
WATERMELON 


Bottom 
EMPRESS OF 
INDIA 








Enjoy all the FUN 
of SPRING this FALL! 


“ ¥Y GIANT «xote-cuee-cums” 


SOME 
NOW— (COLCHICUM AUTUMNALE) 


— NO SOIL » NO WATER + NO CARE 


Colchicums will give you plenty of fall fun without an ounce of fuss. All you 
have to do is just sit back and enjoy them. Don’t confuse them with the small 
fall-blooming crocus — Nelis Colchicums are giant size, with bulbs as large as 
a Bermuda onion and clusters of cheery, full blooms. They need no soil, no 
water, no care. These bulbs aren't one-timers, either — once the blossoms 
fade, plant them outdoors in the fall and come springtime, luxuriant green 
foliage appears. After this dies down, dig up the bulbs and they'll bloom 


indoors again. 


AUTUMN QUEEN Dark Lilac VIOLET QUEEN Lilac-Violet 
3 for $1.35 $5.00 per doz. 3 for $1.35 $5.00 per doz. 
LILAC WONDER — Clear Mauve AUTUMNALE MINOR Lavender 
3 for $1.35 $5.00 per doz. 6 for $1.50 $2.50 per doz. 


No fussing with these bulbs. All you BUY A FU LL COLL ECTION 


do is place them on a dish, table or 
other decorative place —no soil, One of Each | Three of ach Six of Lach 


water or care is needed — just watch 
them perform their magic. 


4 for $1.65 12 for $4.75 24 for $8.50 


- 


FALL-BLOOMING | 
LYCORIS MEWET wnne novary | See em 


SQUAMIGERA NEW HARDY ANEMONE Our price heehee « fra 


(HARDY AMARYLLIS HALLI) (BLANDA ATROCOERULEA) grant, golden yellow GOLDEN CASTLE 

Daffodil now being offered at a new, low 
Produces attractive green foliage which Rich violet-blue flowers appear abundantly in price. Golden Castle is an exquisite variet 
grows from early spring until July, when it the spring to perk up your garden These flower ol great showiness the double trumpet | 
have fern-like foliage and reach a he ight of 3” 


are hardy and willing to bloom well 


ripens and disappears About a month later, as double as a rosebud, with many shorter, 


as if by magic, the flower stalk springs up Anemones 
ward 2 to 3 fect. developing an umbel of in light shade perfect for rock gardens, undes 


odd -sized petals shaped like tiny Chinese 
umbrellas. A real hit! and the best new 
large Lily shaped flowers, 8 to 12 in num- shrubs or in mass plantings under trees, Use this of allis that Nelis has them at lowest price ev 
ber, beautifully-delicate and lilac-pink in spring novelty as a new and gay addition to your $1.00 each $2.85 for 3 

garden $5.50 for 6 $10.00 per doz. 


color. Order now for Fall blooming. 
” $1.15 per doz. $2.25 per 25 
3 for $2.00 $6.75 per doz. $9.00 per 100 GET ONE FREE! 
Vor any order from this page which amounts to 


$5.00 or more, we will include one GOLDEN 
ORDER NOW —by mail—DIRECT FROM | septic cae dae fie a maths 
nenieneen— NELIS NURSERIES, INC 
tA e 
e 


You get a rare Golden Castle Daffodil 
enntmandicvarnissimthadnenth-ooaat DEPARTMENT HO-8 HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 
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@ What 


insecticide 
controls 
practically 
EVERY major 
garden 
insect pest? 


MALATHION 





FREE LEAFLET 


and find out how malathion 
insecticides, in liquid or dust 
form, protect 
FLOWERS + FRUITS 
VEGETABLES + SHRUBS 
AND OTHER ORNAMENTALS 
against over 75 different in- 
sect pests, including 
APHIDS + MITES » SCALES 
LEAFHOPPERS * MEALYBUGS 
THRIPS + FLIES 
See Your Garden Supply Store. 
Look for MALATHION 
on the label. 


AMERICAN Ganamid COMPANY 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
30 Rockefeller Piazra, New York 20,N.Y. 





HORTICULTURE 


America’s Authentic Garden Magazine 


CONTENTS e AUGUST 1955 
Vol. XXXIII — No. 8 


Readers’ Questions Answered 
Water Dowsing — Boon to Gardeners 
Kenneth Roberts 376 

Time to Consider Daffodils 378 
Plastic Pots Answer the Need William B. Carter 381 
Merion Bluegrass for Home Lawns....Fred V. Grau 382 
Time to Plant Oriental Poppies Martha Pratt Haislip 383 
Now is the Time 384 
The Sun Shines Bright — The Time is Right 

R. Newton Mayall 385 
From a Gardener’s Notebook...H. Gleason Mattoon 387 
Success With Smithianthas Peggie Schulz 392 
Planting Colchicums 395 
Tree Peony — King of Flowers Marjorie R. Sedgwick 396 
Bouquets that Last All Winter Ruth Gannon 399 
Clubs and Societies 402 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
EEE AS TTT Sea 403 


OUR COVERS 
Front — Potted Nasturtiums in an old world setting — photo- 
graphed in Mr. and Mrs. Fishelson’s Florist Shop — 
P. E. Genereux 


Back — Summer Border featuring annuals and perennials. 
Garden of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert H. Hood — Nelson 


Groffman 
COLOR INSERTS 
Page 379 — Collection of Daffodils photographed at the 1955 
Daffodil Show of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society — P. E. Genereux 


Page 380 — House Plants in plastic pots from the collection of 
F. I. Carter & Sons — Ralph Sanborn 


Page 397 — Tree Peony Hinode-no-seki in the garden of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ellery Sedgwick — Emily Henry Bush 

Page 398 — Winter Bouquet by Ruth Gannon — P. E, Gen- 
ereux 





Arno H. Nehrling, Director of Publications 
Daniel J. Foley Editor 
George Taloumis Executive Editor 
Arthur B. Pausch Circulation Manager 
Richard C. Husselbee Advertising Manager 
Paul E. Genereux Photographer 
ADVISORY BOARD 


Albert C. Burrage 
Ernest Hoftyzer 


Stedman Buttrick 
Aubrey B. Butler 
Horticulture is printed by The Rumford Press, Concord, New Hamp- 


shire. Micro-Color Lithography by W. A. Krueger Co., Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Halftones by Franklin Engraving Co., Boston, Massachusetts. 




















Hoarmeurrure: August 1955; Volume XX XIII, No. 8. Issued Monthly. Published at Horticultural 
Hall, Boston 15, Mass. Subscription Rates (in advance). One year $3.00. Canada $3.00. Foreign 
Countries, $4.00, Entered as second-class matter December 8, 1904, at the Post Office at Boston, 
Mass., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at the Post Office in Concord, N. H., 
October 22, 1953. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage, authorized August 14, 1952 
Address all correspondence relating to Subscriptions and Advertising to Horticulture, 300 Mass 
Ave., Boston 15, Mass 

Walter R. Dimwm —- West Coast Advertising Rep., 3533 N.E. 21st Ave., Portland 12, Oregon 
Russell B. Smuth —- North Central Advertising Rep., 205 West Wacker Dr., Chicago 6, Illinois 

S. M. Masse Fast Central Advertising Rep., 11118 Clifton Blvd., Cleveland 2, Ohio 

©. H. Stockwell — Souch Central Advertising Rep., 600 Graphic Arts Bldg., Kansas City, Mo 


HORTICULTURE 








Our Front Cover 
pealaapie cs the colorful flow- 


ers grouped gayly around a 
decorated Sicilian cart, deserve a 
happier name. The reason is that 
‘“‘nasturtium’’ means ‘“‘to twist the 
nose’’, as a whiff of a bad odor com- 
pels one to do. 

The ancient Romans applied this 
name to a malodorous cress, which 
caused a slight distortion of the nose. 
This name, however, has no reference 
at all to this lovely annual, which 
found its way to our flower gardens 
from its haunts in the lower reaches 
of the Peruvian Andes. 

When introduced into England, it 
was called Indian cress. The lush 
pale-green leaves and orange-red 
flowers were eaten, and still are, as 
salad. The young seedpods are 
pickled and served as a substitute for 
capers. 

The famous Swedish botanist, Lin- 
naeus, gave to nasturtium, the generic 
name of Tropaeolum, which in Latin 
means “‘trophy’’. He saw the similar- 
ity of the leaves to shields and the 
flowers to helmets, a combination 
that reminded him of trophies of war. 

The single and double nasturtiums, 
with blossoms like balls of orange 
and crimson, tumble down the sides 
of the picturesque hand-painted 
wagon. A similar spectacle of hanging 
nasturtiums can be seen each spring 
dripping lushly from the balconies in 
the indoor courtyard of the famous 
Gardner Museum in Boston. 

Popular plants of the easiest cul- 
ture, nasturtiums will grow in a sunny- 
sandy soil. If overly rich, plants will 
produce more leaves than flowers. 
Nasturtiums may be used for veran- 
das, terraces, trellises or for covering 
old stumps or other unsightly objects. 
Their long lasting qualities make 
them ideal for cutting. 

Nasturtiums may be had in a great 
variety of color combinations, single 
or double, tall or dwarf growing. For 
old-fashioned charm and loveliness, 
the single flowering kinds are much in 
demand. They come in tall and dwarf 
mixtures and make good cut flowers. 

In beds, borders, edgings, rock gar- 
dens and pots, the dwarf double nas- 
turtiums are very attractive. Golden 
Globe and Scarlet Globe are but two 
of the many new sweet-scented varie- 
ties. Golden Globe makes exquisite 
mounds of pure golden yellow blooms, 
whereas Scarlet Globe is a more spec- 
tacular fiery red. 

The flowers of the semi-tall giant 
double nasturtiums are extra large, 
delightfully sweet-scented and good 
for cutting. These are inclined to 
trail, which make them suitable for 
training on wire. 

Vying in popularity with the single- 
flowering types are the semi-tall dou- 
ble varieties, such as Golden Gleam, 
Orange Gleam and Scarlet Gleam. 
Golden Gleam is a pure, rich, golden- 
yellow, sweet-scented, long-stemmed 
as well as profuse blooming variety. 


Our cover was photographed in the Flower 
Shop of Mr. and Mrs. Max Fishelson 
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Wayside ih 
GOLD 
BANDED 
LILY 


o 


Auratum 


Lilium 


valuable source book contains not only the 
most complete selection of hardy, new lilies 
but over 1,300 worthwhile and unusual garden 
subjects new prize winning roses flowe ring 
shrubs, trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed 

plants, many of which are grown exclusively ag 
Wayside Gardens 


When you see our new fall planting catalog 
you will understand why Wayside's famous 
catalogs are found in more and more homes 
throughout the country. Requests for our cata 
logs are the largest in our history, topping the 
popularity that has already made Wayside 
Gardens, America’s foremost nursery. This 


This Fall, be sure to plant some of Wayside’s superb new 
easy-to-grow lilies. From the many fine varieties tested here 
at Mentor, we have carefully chosen only the best hardy sorts 
that we are confident can be grown with success in any home 
garden. Our listing features the 
most outstanding new hybrids in a 
wide range of types and colors 


Lilium Auratum, Not new but 

4 still a popular favorite Large 6” 
to lilies of ivory white with 
a broad, gold band bloom in 
clusters of 6 tw 12 flowers on 
fr. stems from July until Sept 


Mid-Century Hybrids. You 

can't fail with these hardy, fool 

proof, new lilies that muluply 

every year. Magnificent plants 

bear 10 to 20 exquisite flowers in vivid, glow 

L | ing colors from rich apricot, chrome-yellow 

ovely gold, orange to fiery red. Catalog lists 12 dis 
Centifolium : tinct varieties 

OLYMPIC Olympic Hybrids, Special Select. Spectacu 

lar, new Centifolium Lilies are the ‘cream-of 

HYBRIDS . the-crop”, selected from acres of the choicest 

trumpet lilies. The largest, tallest and best pro 

portioned varieties ever created. Huge, waxy 

flowe rs of unusual substance and Vigor bloom 

in many pleasing variations of form and color 


Illustrated is a typical 
flower head of the sen 
sational new ‘Olympic 
Hybrids” everyone i 
talking about 

beautiful and very 
grant, these new 

have huge, waxy 
trumpets with lovely 
pastel shadings 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


necessary to enclose with your request S50¢ 
Unquestionably, the 


catalog for accurate descriptions and true 

illustrations of our dazzling white Ma 

donnas, exotic Rubrums, brilliant Fiesta Hy 
brid Lilies and many, many others 


To get your copy of this big 130 page catalog, i 15 
coin or stamps, to cover postage and handling costs of this beavy book 
finest catalog offered anywhere It contains the largest and most complete selection of bulbs 
roses. shrubs, trees, vines, ground covers and hardy plants especially suitable for American 


gardens, Hundreds of true color illustrations and helpful cultural directions 
eam 
pa —_ 
= 


86 MENTOR AVE. MENTOR, OHIO 











WHAT INTERESTS YOU 
IN A NURSERY ? 


WHITE FLOWER FARM, besides growing a large 
number of vorieties of well known plant material, 
specializes in rare and unusual flowering bulbs and 
perennials, and in equally rare and unusual flower- 
ing trees and shrubs. Two of our partners moke 
regular trips abroad for only one purpose: to 
collect plant material of all kinds that is beautiful 
and different. We don't pretend to be as rich in 
these plants as Arnold Arboretum, but many (about 
100) of the fine flowering trees and shrubs you see 
there, or in other U. S. arboretums, are offered by 
WHITE FLOWER FARM-—and try to find them 
elsewhere. 

Our flowering bulb and perennial lists are very 
extensive. Take bulbs, specifically narcissi. The 
Farm's plant hunters look for the unusual hybrids 
that are being developed in Europe, then buy and 
test them. After testing in our climate, and after 
enough stock has been propagated by the origi- 
nators so that prices ore reasonable, we list them. 
These narcissi are all flowers of tremendous char- 
acter, and so different from run-of-mill varieties 
(white, pink, and orange in color, as well as yellow) 
that customers who grow them for the first lime write 
in to say “they didn't know such narcissi existed.” 

Tulips ore selected the same way—beauty, 
character and stamina are the deciding factors. 
Equally important is the fact that all bulbs are true 
to variety. We don't substitute a variety that is 
“nearly the same color and just as good.” That's a 
money back guarantee. I'd guess we have about 
300 bulb varieties (of all kinds) listed this year. 
Prices? You'll be pleasantly surprised—and sur- 
prised and pleased when you see the huge bulbs 
we ship 





Flower Pot Holders 


Pot holders are the up-to-the-minute 
answer for attractively supporting bulky 
flower pots. Of solid steel construction, 
with rubber-tipped legs, they will hold 
both shallow or deep pots. Available in 
black or white, in three sizes: 13’’ high for 
pot 12” in diameter — $3.95; 12” high for 
pot 10” in diameter — $3.75; and 11” 
high for pot 9’ in diameter — $3.50. 
Shipped postpaid (pots not included) from 
Taper Trend Products, Dept. H8, 320 
North Webster, Napersville, Illinois. 


Easy-Dew Automatic Sprinkler 


An underground sprinkler system that 
you can install yourself. One kit covers 
1600 sq. ft. area. Has brass fittings and 
non-corrosive polyethylene tubing for 
exceptional long wear. The four adjustable 
brass pop-up heads eject a uniform spray 
at a low angle. Automatic drain valves 
protect the system from multiple freezes 
and thaws insuring a long life for the 
system. Write for the name of your near- 
est dealer to Prem Products Corp., Dept. 
H8, 535 Fifth Ave., New York 17, New 
York. 


How do you find out more about White Flower 
Farm? Except to established cust s this nursery 
does not send its carefully prepared bieck and 
white horticultural booklets without charge. (No 
color because flower colors cannot be faithfully 
reproduced.) Two fat issues, containing few strident 
adjectives, are published every year along with 
six issues of White Flower Farm Notes—a journal on 
plant practice and propagation. The price of a 
subscription for two years is $1.00; on a money- 
back guarantee, too. 

We hope this is the kind of nursery that interests 
you. Amos Pettingill. 


WILD FLOWER FARM 
Litchfield 14, Connecticut 








Garden Hose Reel 

Ready at a moment’s notice — easily 
swiveled without lifting. Accommodates 
up to 100 feet of 14 inch garden hose, 
mounts out of the way near any outdoor 
faucet and can be unwound quickly from 
any direction without tangling or catch- 
ing. Reel can be locked in any position if 
desired. Available postpaid without non- 
disconnect feature, $7.45; or with non- 
disconnect feature, $9.95 from Maryland 
Mail Order, Dept. H8, Box 605, West 
Hyattsville, Maryland. 


Taper Trend Turn-About 
PLANTER 


Plant holders rotate for desired appearance, light 
for al! plants and easy watering. Removable heavy 
duty rubber saucers for sub irrigation hold 5° pots 
Ultira-modern design fite te or traditional 
decer. Rubber tipped tegse Black or White 172 
Planter 40°’ « 30° high $15.95 &.Pilanter 10” x 
long $14.96 fully assembled express prepaic 

for free catalog unusual hard to find 

supplies and accessories 


HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
Bex 827 . Oxford, Maryland 


Underground Vita-Rooter 

Sturdily constructed of drawn steel for lifetime 
service, the Vita-Rooter is approximately 2 feet 
long. Can be attached to any garden hose and 
inserted into the ground saturating a 100 foot 
area in half an hour unattended. Reduces water 
costs, prevents erosion, and plant scalding. Petals, 
leaves, and stems are not exposed to water spray 
damage and plants obtain maximum benefits 
from fertilizers and soil nutrients by dissolving 
them directly at roots. For name of your nearest 
dealer write Cemco, Dept. H8, 1292 Common- 
wealth Avenue, Allston 34, Massachusetts. 








NEMATODES 


may be the reason your garden is sick. Try 
Fumi-Soil Capsules to kill soil pests. 


SEE PAGE 393 
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READERS’ yy ERB QUALITy 


Ew? aULBS 


| sift OUR OWN NURSERIES 
What is the best time to prune back a weit eS FROM i" HOLLAND : 
rose of sharon that has grown too tall 
without losin th vers? 
— ne g any * e flowers Now is the ideal time to prepare for Fall Planting. To aid you in 
Rose of sharon is best pruned in early having a finer and more beautiful flower garden than ever before, we 


spring, since it blooms in late summer on _ invite you to send for the 


wood of the current year’s growth. There- “- . . 
op ex ‘ FREE 1955 deJAGER FALL CATALOG 

fore, there will be no loss of bloom. Prun- 

ing immediately after flowering may result In this catalog are listed Holland's Newest Creations and Finest 

in soft growth that may winterkill in colde: Standard Varieties of 


yarts of the count 
ee er Tulips, Daffodils, Narcissi, Hyacinths, Cro- 
wih cafes cus and Many Other Bulbs and Tubers of 
What is the proper time to prune sugar D s 
maple and other trees that bleed? What deJager’s Renowned Superb Quality 
other trees are in this group? Each variety is beautifully reproduced in natural color or clearly described to help 


Bleeder trees should be pruned in the you select the colors you wish and the sizes to suit your flower garden. 


late summer and early fall because growth 
of the crown is completed and sap does 


deJager Holland Bulbs are of superb quality because over 85 years of testing and 
experimenting have been used to increase their productivity and loveliness of 
bloom. At our nurseries in Heiloo, Holland, expert horticulturists are constantly 
not flow freely from cuts. Other kinds . oe ; 

developing hybridized bulbs exclusively for our own chentele. We appreciate our 


of maples, birches, walnut and yellow- customers’ desire for new and unusual blooms to complement the fine standard 
wood are some of the other trees that varieties, 
bleed badly. Hornbeam and beech some- Bulbs Sent Postpaid in the U.S. and Canada 
what less 
a e 

When should I divide my poppies, prim- > a 
roses, iris and arabis? ; E 

Faget & On J, Src, (Canada) 

Late summer and fall are the time to leaden, @ 
lift, divide and replant these plants, as ASI Y STREET. So. HAMILTON. MA panera, 
well as other perennials that have finished 
flowering. Water freely so that they do not HOME OFFICE at HEILOO, HOLLAND 
dry out. Destroy iris rhizomes that are 





infested with iris borer 
=F e 


How can I prepare herbs for drying? 


Which are particularly fragrant? 

Herbs should be gathered just before ALUM RU PR: 
the flowers open. Strip the lower leaves 
from the stem and place on a screen o1 , GREENHOUSE 
hang in a dry, airy place away from the ; , te 


sun. Bee-balm, mints, lavender and lemon- 
verbena are a few of the more fragrant 


- “oe -« / New Styles In Aluminum 
xt Al F and Natural Finish Redwood 


Is white clover useful in a lawn? . " Now in graceful curved eave and 
; lean-to greenhouses, as well as Orlyt 
little affected by fungus diseases. It is also styles. Easy-to-put-up any time, 
useful because its vigorous habit of spread- i. a anywhere. Nothing to cut or fit. Goes 
: shen. : ae j , , together with stainless steel bolts or 
ing crowds out some lawn weeds. The use Be By ie screws. Maintenance-free. Nothing 
to give out or wear out. Aluminum 
of personal taste ’ Barcaps seal the glass—eliminate 
99 utty and paint—the only green- 
a a r é ouse that is maintenance-free. 
Budget priced models from $280. Automatic 
I have recently seen references to the heat and ventilation extra but reasonably 
“dawn redwood,’”’ but cannot find it ng Foe A greenhouse. Send for cateleg 
listed in any of my books. Will you give 
me some information about it? 








Yes, because it is drought resistant and 


of white clover in the lawn is also a matter 





Many Models 
glyptostroboides) was first found growing in ” “som “S120 

ew Per Month. 

to build } 

found listed in only the most recent books es aad Saat 


Since the dawn redwood (Metasequoia Tells 
a remote section of China in 1945, it is 


It is a fast-growing, deciduous conifer equip o 
with drooping branches and a graceful greenhouse 
habit. It grows to about 100 feet. Fossil 
records belonging to the Mesozoic Era 
indicate that the tree has probably been 
growing on earth for over 50 million years 


Its hardiness is not yet fully determined 
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Henry Gross and Kenneth Roberts prepare to dowse 


The dowsing rod indicates the presence of water 


ater Dowsin 2 — Loon to Gardeners 


“Water Divining. Modern science ap- 
proaches the problem as one concerning 
which the facts have to be accepted, and 
explained by some natural, F reo obscure, 
cause.”" 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 8, p. 334. 


HEN I began to take an in- 


terest in horticulture, I was 
confronted with the necessity 


Maine 


ponds during periods of dire drought 


ol watering gardens and fish 


For years I had no way of preventing 
those ponds and gardens from evapo- 
rating in times when they were essen- 


tial. Then I met Henry Gross, a highly 


accomplished dowser and entered into 
a series of experiments with him. He 
proved conclusively that he could, by 
rod, indicate 


means of a dowsing 


flowing underground water as accu- 


rately as though it were flowing visibly 
on top of the earth. Continuing these 
that Henry 


experiments, I found 


could, with equal accuracy, specify 


the quantity of water flowing beneath 


any provided there was flowing 


spot 


water to be found), trace it to its 


source, tell its depth, its quantity, 


even its quality 


376 


Kenneth Roberts 


Having been trained as a reporter 
on the staff of the Saturday Evening Post 

a school that holds misrepresenta- 
tion, inaccuracy, or the concealing of 
be inexcusable and con- 
I promptly reported my 
with 


evidence to 
temptible 
experiments and experiences 
Henry Gross. 

Simultaneously, acting on the wel- 
come information with which Henry 
supplied me, I opened, on my own 
land, wells to veins that looked, when 
like trout streams. 


when 


exposed, small 
Then, 
were burning to a pallid brown, and 
wells and throughout York 
County were dwindling with sickening 
rapidity, I bought 400 feet of 24-inch 
fire hose, hooked it up to a McCulloch 
fire pump, pushed the intake pipe into 
the largest of those exposed veins, and 
filled our ponds to overflowing. 

All day and all night, although sur- 
rounding brooks dry ditches, 
water tinkled into our lily pool, gushed 
down into our fish pond and wan- 
the 


those ponds we 


meadows roundabout 


ponds 


were 


dered through our meadows to 


duck 


pumped 


pond, From 


life-giving streams to our 


blueberries, strawberries, 


to our rose gardens 


corn, our 
melons, tomatoes; 
and rock gardens. And I continued to 
write gratefully about Henry’s skill 
I did this in order to benefit those who 
live in cities and the country, those 
those who are 
water 


whose wells dry up, 
prohibited from using 
when their need for water is greatest. 

With the publication of my experi- 
ences with Henry, * the mystery began 

not the mystery of dowsing, which 
is as valuable as it is interesting, but 
the mystery of why so many university 
professors, engineers, chemists, water 
geologists suddenly felt called upon to 
devote so much time and energy to 
discrediting Henry, discrediting me 
and discrediting everything that had to 
do with dowsing. These people sup- 
posedly were educated, observant and 
reputable, yet they seemed incapable 
of reporting accurately on anything 
at all. 

Although I published facts and un- 
limited evidence to prove that a skilled 


town 


dowser could describe and follow water 
with the greatest precision, 
people rushed into print in 


veins 
these 
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shoals and droves, in gaggles and lit- 
ters, to say that dowsing was nonsense; 
that didn’t exist. They 
ignored the evidence I placed before 
them. Either 
had a shockingly imperfect grasp of 
the English language. If I had been 
misrepresenting any of our experiences 


water veins 


they couldn’t read, o1 


with persons who were both prom- 
inent and easily accessible, our attack- 
ers would have been justified in demol- 
ishing me in a thousand honest ways 
insisted falsely 
that even 


However, they only 
that all dowsing is nonsense; 
to mention the horrid word proved 


clearly that we were off our rockers. 


Some Call it a Myth 


One New York publisher went so 
far as to bring out a book written by a 
radio announcer stating as a prelim- 
inary thesis that dowsing was a myth, 
like the Hindu Rope Trick 


many persons have talked about but 


Ww hic h 


no one has ever seen. Henry, it im- 


plied, was a fraud. The author never 


investigated dowsing, never even tried 


to. Investigation would have shown 
that Henry in fou 
earned $65,000 by 


underground 


him years’ time 


had 


pointing 


accurately 
out flowing 
water to water-hungry corporations, 
towns and individuals. 

Henry and | 
among other things, that 
have to do with the 


flowering not only know more about the 


Gross have learned, 


those who 
earth and its 
unhappy results of a scarcity of water 
than do most city dwellers, but also 
are more appreciative when helped to 
overcome that scarcity. 
Success at Wayside 

One of America’s leading horticul- 
turists is J. J. Grullemans. Mr. Grulle- 
mans, as all horticulturists know, is the 
owner of Wayside Gardens in Mentor, 


Ohio. Wayside located 
in an area where there seem to be no 


Gardens are 


water supplies, except deep wells, so 
salty that exist if 
exposed to their water. This area is 


seedlings cannot 
regarded by geologists as hopeless so 
and 
that 


far as fresh water is concerned 
water geologists wrongly insist 
there is no such thing as a water-vein 
In the case of Wayside Gardens, Henry 
Gross’s dowsing rod told us that the 
geologists were peculiarly incorrect; 
that there were not only veins flowing 
beneath the Gardens, but that there 
were four of them four large ones 

Jack Grullemans himsetf explained 
his water troubles and their solution in 
the Spring, 1955, catalog of Wayside 
Gardens 

“We Jack 
“telling you about Wayside Gardens’ 


cannot resist,” wrote, 
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experience with the Dowsing Rod. 
We think you will find it interesting as 
well as thought-provoking. 

“As gardener 
lings and young plants do not have 


every knows, seed- 
the root growth or stamina to with- 


stand long periods without water. 
Iherefore, a nursery the size of Way- 
side must have huge quantities of 
water available, particularly during 
extended dry spells such as those we 
have had in the past several years. 
“Faced with the problem of obtain- 
ing a large auxiliary water supply, we 
called in well-drilling experts, and, at 
their had 
drilled at locations of their choosing. 


One turned out to be salt water (which 


suggestion, several wells 


cannot be used on plants), the others 
were totally inadequate 

“The work of Henry and 
Kenneth Roberts of Kennebunkport, 
Maine, was brought to our attention, 
and, in desperation, we turned to 
them for help. Upon the request of 
Mr. Roberts we sent to Kennebunk- 
port a crude map of our nursery. It 
is upon this map in Kennebunkport, 
that supplies of 
underground water 
was water available, Mr. Gross came 
to Mentor, Ohio, and pointed out to 


us the locations on the spot, giving the 


Gross 


Gross located our 


Being sure there 


depth at which water could be found 
the 
pected. 

‘**Fantastic as this may all seem, we 


and amount of water to be ex- 


have developed the locations as in- 
structed and, in every instance, found 
the amount of water at the depth the 
Dowsing Stick indicated in the hands 
of Gross. 
“During 
fourth and largest 
just in time to pour millions of gallons 


the 


well was finished 


last year’s drought, 


of water over the parched and caked 
soil of a section of our nursery, saving 
it from complete ruin. This final well 


produces so much water it could sup- 
village 


water for all its needs. 


ply a_ small with adequate 


Saved from Ruin 


“We do know 
about a Dowsing Rod which makes it 
capable of detecting water, we only 
know that it worked wonders for us 
We are grateful to Mr. Gross and 
Mr. Roberts for their fine job done at 
Wayside.” 

Since there 
underground water 
Wayside Gardens, and since 
of the 
and proved, the Wayside case was a 
that 
only worthy of honest study, but of 


not what there is 


was no other flowing 
in the vicinity of 
all four 


underlying veins were tapped 


demonstration dowsing is not 


being put to instant use for humanity 


Out of every hundred persons who 
claim to be dowsers, there aren’t many 
dowsers who are experienced and com- 
Henry and I have tested scores 
Maine farm, above 
familiar. 


petent 
of them, on my 
veins with 
The errors made by the majority were 
make them both 


which we were 
so ludicrous as to 
dangerous and useless. Far too many 
had no conception of their own limi- 
tations, were unable to interpret the 
behavior of their rods, and spoke with 
blood-curdling profundity of matters 
far beyond their understanding. Some 
claimed to have experience, but were 


in ompetent. 


Some Dowsers Are Women 


We found four who, with training 
and practice, might have become as 
skilled and as Henry 
Gross. All four were women. All four 
were highly intelligent, highly edu- 
cated, highly perceptive, and emphat- 
ically refuted a phrase in the Encyelo- 
pedia Britannica’s treatise on “Water 
Divining”’ “The are 
said to have been generally more or 


valuable as 


best dowsers 
less illiterate men, usually engaged in 
some humble vocation.” 

The greatest thing that could hap- 
pen to dowsing today would be to 
have sympathetic scientists undertake 
the separating of consistently able 
dowsers from those who are worthless 
Until then, the incompetent dowsers 
will continue to discredit themselves 
and all dowsers of proven ability. I 
explained in the last chapter of The 
Seventh Sense how it could be done elec- 


tronically 
Scientists Unimpressed 


I have had 


ashamed of any of the facts of dowsing 


neve! occasion to be 
as presented in the two books. I have 
nothing to retract. Yet 1 must confess 
haven't much of an 


barring 


that we made 


impression On scientists 
those who have helped. 

I strongly that we 
do well to present our case to garden 
clubs throughout America rather than 


to scientists. Women are able to under- 


suspect would 


stand that a competent dowser is able 
to point out water supplies of which a 
water-geologist is supremely ignorant, 
and she isn’t at all worried over the 
fact that she doesn’t know how he does 
it. A surprising number of men are so 
about that aspect of the 
situation that they intensely dislike 
to admit that we've helped them 


distressed 


ing Rod, Double- 
The Seventh 


* Henry Gross and His Dou 
day, 1951, followed in 1953 by 


Sense, also Doubleday 
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lime to Consider Daffodils 


OR NATURALIZI n large masses that may be used for naturalizing because generally advisable, because they thrive in 
planting in borders or grouping’ they continue to flower for many years a slightly acid soil. Ground bonemeal is an 
among clumps of hyacinths, daffodils without dividing include Langtry, Barri excellent fertilizer to use because it is low 
re unrivalled. Graceful drifts among for Conspicuus, Helios, John Evelyn, Sir Wat- in nitrogen and slow acting. Complete 
thias, along the front of the shrubs in the kin, Mt. Hood, Mrs. R. O. Backhouse fertilizers, which have peatmoss or manur¢ 


foundation planting or | grassy plot wil 


The soft green patches of spring meadow as a base, are also very good. For new 
woduce picturesque « is sod make a naturalistic setting for scattered plantings of bulbs, be sure to mix the 
Daffodils, likewi are appropriate drifts of nodding daffodils. For greater fertilizer completely with the soil | before 
“round birches and wu me hig shade of variety ol display leave open spaces be- planting For established plantings, ler- 
oodland tree They thrive in either ful tween the patches of bulbs. Mid-August tilize in the spring about four weeks before 
un or light shade, but will flower over a and September are the ideal months to flowering time and again in September 
longer period under the cool soil and air plant them, since this allows a strong root When planting daffodils in the open 
conditions of part shade. When planted growth, resulting in more vigorous plants cover every bulb with twice its own depth 
car a pool or stream, good drainage is and larger flowers the next spring of soil. To prevent bulbs from multiplying 
essary or bulb rot will result Daffodils grow best in a well drained rapidly in the cultivated border, bulbs 


ome of the better old and tried varicti« soil. The addition of lime to the soil is not may be planted an inch or two deeper 


Daffodils combine well with hyacinths and other bulbs They look good in clumps 


A stone wall makes an excellent background Near the house they may be enjoyed indoors 
; ¥ 
’ t. 
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New Pots for House Plants 


vining peperomia (Peperomia fosteriana); crown-of-thorns (Euphorbia splendens) ; 


Plant stand upper left (left to right) 
wax begonia (Begonia semperflorens var.); grape ivy (Cissus rhombi folia) 


Plant stand upper right (left to right) — mother of thousands or pick-a-back plant (Tolmiea menziesi); ivy Glacier 


ivy Heart-leaf (/ledera helix cordata) 


(Hedera helix var.); 
two pots of pussy ears (Aalanchoe tomentosa); watermelon begonia (Peperomia 


Plant stand lower left (left to right) 


sander si) 
grape ivy (Cissus rhombifolia); Chinese rubber plant or jade plant (Crassula argentea; 


Group on floor (left to right) 
Miniature); ivy Needlepoint (Hedera helix var.); ivy Glacier (Hedera helix 


miniature kangaroo vine (Cissus antartica var 
var.); Dracaena godseffiana; Spanish shaw! (Schizocentron elegans) 





Plastic Pots Answer the Need 


William B. Carter, Tewksbury, Massachusetts 


LASTIC POTS are rapidly revolu- 

tionizing the production and 

distribution of house plants. In 
fact, the use of plastic containers now 
makes it possible to grow plants with 
less frequent watering. Ease of ship- 
ment is making it easier to obtain a 
greater variety of kinds. 

Unglazed clay pots have been in use 
for more than 150 years and the sud- 
den change to light weight plastic 
came as a joke to some gardeners and 
growers as well. Comparatively inex- 
pensive to manufacture from easily 
available material, they neither decay 
or rot and are easily sterilized after 


usc. 


Clay Pots Break 

Clay pots are heavy and expensive 
to handle, break easily and provide an 
excellent surface for green mold and 
fungus growths. White salts also col- 
lect on the surfaces of clay pots to form 
an unsightly crust that frequently has 
to be scrubbed off. These pots are also 
exceedingly porous and allow the soil 
and roots of the plant to dry out rap- 
idly. Hence, the reason they should be 
thoroughly soaked before using. 

Plastic containers, on the 
hand, keep a more even moisture con- 


other 


tent in the soil and require watering 
less frequently. Their smooth surface 
seldom encourages any unsightly mold 
or fungus growths and the problem of 
disfiguring salts is entirely eliminated. 
In addition, experience shows that 


plants grow as well or better in plastic 
than in clay pots. By now, most home 


gardeners have learned that plants 
keep moist longer in the plastic types 
than in any clay container ever used. 


Colors Are Attractive 


This factor alone plus the light 
weight and easy handling makes plas- 
tic pots highly desirable for window 
gardeners. Attractive color’, some solid 
and mottled with marbleized 
effects, add to the appearance of these 
new containers. All popular sizes are 
available, ranging in size from one 
inches to bulb pan 


some 


and one-eighth 
sizes. 

House plants featured in the illus- 
trations opposite are commonly found 
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in department stores and florist shops. 
All are easily grown and require com- 
paratively little care. Some with dis- 
tinctive foliage are ideally suited to 
shady windows, and others need full 
sun for successful growth. 

VINING PEPEROMIA (Peperomia /fos- 
teriana) requires humusy, well-drained 


The attractive plastic trays pictured 
above are playing a part in the revolution 
that has come about in the propagation 
and production of house plants. Made of 
thick polystyrene, the material now being 
used for underground pipes, they are 
strong, permanent and rust and rot re- 
sistant, 

Since the new plastic trays are light in 
weight, washable and easily sterilized 
with ordinary detergents, home gardeners 
as well as florists will find them useful and 
superior to units made of other materials. 
They have a smooth, hard surface that 
does not permit bacteria or salts to collect, 
as is the case with other types of containers 
used for similar purposes. 


Another feature of these water tight 
containers is that drainage may be con- 
trolled. If one wishes, it is possible to drill 
holes for drainage in the bottom or they 
may be used just as they are. Chemical 
fertilizers or sprays do not harm them, 
while another important characteristic is 
that one tray can nest in another, making 
stacking possible. Thus space and labor 
are saved. 


The uses of the trays are many. Their 
neat appearance makes them eligible for 
the home or office where they may be 
used on tables, mantels, desks or windou 
sills. In greenhouses, they may be used 
for rooting soft or hardwood cuttings or 
for starting seeds. 


The inexpensive trays come in soft 
green, gray or tan. There are four different 
sizes, the largest measuring 22” x 11” x 
214”. The smaller ones are 12” x 8” x 21/’’, 
8’ x 8B’ x 244” and 4” x 8’ x 214”. 


soil and protection from direct sun- 
shine. Keep on the dry side. 

CROWN-OF-THORNS (Euphorbia splen- 
dens) likes a porous soil and a southern 
exposure. 

WAX BEGONIA (Begonia semperflorens 
var.) prefers sun in winter and shade 
in summer. A light, humusy soil is best. 

GRAPE Ivy (Cissus rhombifolia) grows 
best in a moderately rich soil and 
tolerates a hot, dry atmosphere. Place 
in shade or give little sun. 


Some Pretty Ivies 
MorHER OF 
back plant (7olmiea menziest) grows 
luxuriantly in+a light, rich soil in a 
cool north window. Keep moist. 
Ivy GLacteR (Hedera helix var.) is 
ideal for a north window or other sun- 


rHOUSANDS or pick-a- 


less situations. Syringe periodically to 
check red spider, 

Ivy Heart-Lear (/ledera helix cor- 
data) requires the same attention as 
other English ivy varieties 
watering, 


good soil, 


moderate some humidity 
and indirect light. 

Pussy-EARS (Aalanchoe tomentosa) re- 
quires a fairly rich, porous soil and 
full sun. Water freely when in active 
growth 

WATERMELON 


should be 


BEGONIA (Peperomia 
kept uniformly 
\ humid at- 


sander st) 
moist in indirect light. 
mosphere is necessary. 

CHINESE RUBBER PLANT or jade plant 
(Crassula argentea) needs same treat- 
ment as other succulents, Keep the 
light, porous soil on the dry side in 
late summer and early fall 


New Kangaroo Vine 


MINIATURE KANGAROO VINE (Cissus 
antartica var. Miniature) does well in 
shade and makes a good substitute for 
philodendron, 

Ivy Neepieroint (//edera helix var.) 
appreciates humidity and enough 
moisture to prevent from drying out 

DRrACAENA (Dracaena godseffiana) is an 
easy plant for amateur window gar- 
deners. Keep moist and give strong 
light to bring out foliage color, but 
avoid hot sun. 

SPANISH SHAWL (Schizocentron elegans) 
should be kept moist at all times. Tips 


will die back if allowed to go dry 
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erion Bluegrass for Home Lawns 


HE INTRODUCTION of Merion blue- 
grass has proved to be exciting 
home gardeners 


news to many 


and others, who are eager for better 


lawns. Merion is an improved blue- 
grass which is superior in many ways 
when managed according to its needs 
Yet, it also has some of the well-known 
family weaknesses and is not a miracle 
grass nor a cure-all for lawn worries 
I'he first improved form of blue- 
grass to be offered 
Merion was tested and is still being 
checked in many locations, under wide 
Numerous 


kind 


their 


commercially, 


variations of management 
Merion have 
the 


observers of been 


offer benefit of 


enough to 
observations, with some given here 
Nearly all who have observed Merion 
that it is far the 
Kentucky bluegrass if its 
met! A New 


a responds to good 


believe superior to 


common 
needs are report from 
York State 
treatment, but if you don’t intend to 
feed forget 


about it and plant a common mix- 


says 


and mow it regularly, 
Here is an opinion from Ohio 
common Kentucky 
would make a better lawn with little o1 
no fertilizer and infrequent mowing”’ 
hus, the home gardener must decide 


ture” 
bluegrass 


whether or not he chooses to fertilize 


adequately and to mow regularly 
enough to permit Merion to give him 
the benefit of its superior qualities 


This 


remains ereen during heat and drought 


carefully selected new grass 


Merion blue sod 


note the heavy rhizomes 
in root cushion at the tip of the knife blade 


Fred V. Grau, College Park, Maryland 


when other bluegrasses go dormant or 
die out. Actually, the original little 
patch of Merion attracted the atten- 
tion of Joe Valentine at the Merion 
Golf Club because it stayed green on his 
No. 17 tee, when everything around it 
had gone out with the summer heat 
Merion will lag. It will also go dor- 
hottest weather, but it 


mMmant in our 


will stay green longer and recover 


sooner 
On the 
common bluegrasses fail to recover dur- 


other hand, some of the 
ing our worst drought seasons. Part of 
the hot-weather lag is due more to 
rust and leafspot than to the actual 
temperature itself. These plagues can 
knock out common bluegrass com- 
pletely. Yet Merion recovers when its 
needs are being met, and often damage 
is so slight that the homeowner hardly 
realizes it has been infected 
Merion less water 
common bluegrass. This is a distinct 
advantage in most localities, where the 
water supply is a constantly increasing 
problem. Actually it demands well- 
drained soil and infrequent soaking 
Probably more disappointments have 
been caused by too much water than 


requires than 


by any other one factor, except in- 
adequate feeding. 

Landscape men who are having 
outstanding success with Merion re- 
fuse to use it unless the area to be 
planted has good drainage. If neces- 


sary, they install tiles or plant some- 


thing else. Most of those who are hav- 
ing success thorough (12 
inches or more) soaking at about 10- 
day intervals. This is a difficult disci- 
pline for homeowners who are in the 
habit of ““‘hand-hosing”’ for a few min- 
utes every evening after dinner or who 


advise a 


set the sprinklers daily 

Forming a beautiful, tight, wear- 
resistant sod, Merion is noted for its 
broader blade and its darker green 
color. Claiming that it grows best in 
full sunlight, a friend in Michigan 
states that it makes an ideal play area 
for children because it provides a soft 
cushion and always has a dark green 
He reported also that 


appearance. 
common bluegrass lawns on adjoining 
properties are often lighter green in 
spite of a similar fertilizer program. 
Another advantage is that Merion 
does not require topsoil. The Michigan 


lawn just described was planted on 
100% clay subsoil taken from a base- 
ment 10 feet deep, yet it is uniformly 
good. Surprisingly enough, the areas 
where some topsoil existed were not 
better than the rest. However, ferti- 
lizer was disced in at the rate of one 

ton per acre 
When aerified, fertilized, regularly 
mowed and sparingly watered, Merion 
forms a dense and vigorous turf that 
crowds out weeds and inferior grasses 
It differs from common bluegrass in 
that it can be cut very close and does 
See page ISS 


Merion blue grass turf feels good under foot. 
Note the weed-free condition of this lawn 
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EW OTHER PERENNIALS Can equal 
the sturdy and long-lived Oriental 
poppy for sheer magnificence of 

color, size and exquisite texture of 
bloom and for regal appearance in the 

border. When massed in groups of a 

single color, arranged in harmonious 

sequen 4 ol tones or used as cleverly 
placed specimens for accent, Oriental 
poppies will easily dominate the early 


summer pageant of bloom 


New Colors Available 
In the last few years, new shades and 
tints, far departures from the harsh 
Papat lai 


orientale, have been added to the poppy 


orange-red of the original 


repertoire. Now we have luminous 
pinks and apricots, pale blush, water- 
shades, sparkling 
We 


have, as well, deep rich reds, luscious 


melon and _ rose 


cherry, coral, cerise and oxblood 
tones and a bi- 


crushed raspberry 


color, along with several fully double 
poppies to add to the long and in- 
teresting list from which to select. 
Careful choice will result not only in 
securing desired colors but in extend- 
ing the blooming season over a period 
of six weeks 

Personal experience over a period 
favorites 


suggests certain 


of years 
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Lime to Plant Oriental Poppies 


Martha Pratt Haislip, Bridgeport, West Virginia 





among my more than 50 plants and 


from observation of varieties growing 
The Curtis Giants, 


in other gardens 


which I have been growing since their 
hybridization by Mr. A. E. ¢ 


head the list 


urtis of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, easily 
of color of 


for sheer magnificence 


flower, length and streneth of stem, 
wide range of hues and_ prodigious 
size of bloom 

First to bloom in my West Virginia 
usually about mid- or late- 


This Curtis 


garden 
May 


POppy is a 


is Glowing Rose 


radiant watermelon red, 


clear in tone, flowering on tall 


Duplicating the hue but 


very 
stiff 
flowering late is Rose Glow. Growing 
a little less tall is Dorothy S. Rowe, 
Myriads of 


borne on wiry 


stems 


next to come into flower 


cerise-red blooms are 
stems which lend themselves to grace 


ful flower arrangements indoors 


Largest of Them All 


Next to appear is the largest poppy 
of all So pro- 


digious is the size of the flowers that 


Curtis Giant Flame 


Den-inch 
Lhe eflect 


of a clump of this variety in the garden 


they actually appear unreal 
blooms are not uncommon 
is breathtaking ‘like a bonfire’’, as 
Mr. Curtis put it 


So tall are the stems 








of this sort that they often need staking 
to preserve their dramatic eflect 
Curtis Giant Salmon Pink is a per- 
sonal favorite. Not so large in flower as 
the above, yet so appealing is the 
flower, so floriferous is the plant, often 
blooms 


dozen excellent 


that the 


producing a 
simultaneously, warm, lus 
cious pink of the bloom is a “‘must 


lor all POPPpy love rs 
A Lively, Delicate Pink 
Another exquisite poppy is Spring 


Morn 


lively yet 


Its { rinkled silken petals are a 
pink. May Curtis, 


early- 


delicate 


espec ially lone lasting, is an 


flowering rose red which harmonizes 


well with other flowers in the early 


summer border. Sweetheart is an en- 


trancing flower of purest pale pink 


without center blot hes 
Little Darling, a 


only a 


dwar! variety 


growing foot or so tall, has 
many rather small begonia-pink flow 
ers open at once on a single plant. It 
color in 


makes an attractive spot of 


the border or rockery as its bloom is 
borne in bouquet-like formation 

Red Oriental 
but sufficient variation ol 
shade to make choice difficult. G.1. Jor 


See page YA) 


poppies are legion 


each has 
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N sprre of its heat waves and droughts, 
I August is a month to start looking 

ahead. For fall bloom, plant autumn 
crocus, sternbergia and colchicum as soon 
as the bulbs are available. Madonna lilies 
should be planted for bloom next year and 
bearded iris and Oriental poppies may be 
lifted and divided. Water these perennials 
thoroughly after replanting 


Care for Your Lawn 

There is nothing a lawn appreciates 
more in August than frequent watering if 
showers fail to come. Crab grass, an ever 
increasing problem, need not be tolerated 
for it can be killed by spraying with po- 
tassium cyanate sold under different trade 
names. It is better to apply when the crab 
grass is young, but good results can be had 
if tackled now. Cut the lawn regularly to 
prevent the crab grass from going to seed 


Chrysanthemums and Other Plants 

Stake chrysanthemums before they be- 
gin to fall over, and feed with a balanced 
chemical fertilizer 
They move easily, 
clumps to key places in the 
ginia blue-bells, now dormant, 


moved easily, as well as trilliums. Give both 


to give them a boost 
so you can transplant 
garden, Vir- 
may be 
soil and 


of these wild flowers a humusy 


part shade 


Geraniums for the Winter 


August is the month to take four-inch 


cuttings from your geraniums and root 


them for winter bloom. Let them wither a 


little to lose some of their excess moisture, 
dip in a root promoting powder and plant 
in a medium of sand and peatmoss or sand. 
Keep moist, but not too wet, in that rot- 
a difficulty in rooting 


this favorite house plant 


ting often ensues, 


Let’s Look at Roses 

Roses always need some attention, 
watering, spraying or removing faded 
blooms. With climbers prune out old 
canes, while all canes that have flowered on 
rambles should be cut to the ground. Tie 
up carefully the new canes which are now 
several feet long. For Japanese beetles use 
methoxychlor or DDT and hand pick as 


much as you can 


be it 


Some Summer-blooming Shrubs 

Rose of sharon, abelia and crape myrtle 
are not the only shrubs that provide bloom 
during the summer, with emphasis on 
August. There are others that should be 
considered that can be seen in flower now. 
These include the summersweet, with 
sweet smelling spikes in cream or pink; 
the chaste with lavender spikes; 
caryopteris or bluebeard, noted for its blue 
flowers; harlequin glory-blower, with fra- 
grant pink tubular flowers; and the arching 
covered with rose- 


trees, 


thunberg bush-clover, 
lavender racemes in September 


Attend Tuberous Begonias 

Sometimes we worry about our tuberous 
begonias when their buds or blossoms fall. 
Often this is due to over watering or even 


to letting plants dry out. Sudden changes 
in temperatures will also cause this, as well 
as drafts. If you get in the habit of remov- 
ing the small female flowers in each cluster, 
the larger male blooms in the center will 
be larger and longer lasting. 


Some Other Chores 

If you are planning on exhibiting your 
dahlias, disbud for larger blooms and feed 
plants with a liquid fertilizer. Rock garden 
plants have finished blooming, so cut 
them back and divide those that are over- 
grown. Do over the lily-of-the-valley bed, 
placing healthy pips four inches apart in 
soil well enriched with an organic ferti- 
lizer. Feed window boxes and remove 
faded blooms from petunias and gerani- 
ums. Water daily in hot weather. 


Plant Pansy Seed Now 

If you want hybrid pansies in your 
garden next spring, plant seed in light soil 
in coldframes or in the open ground with- 
out further delay. Protect in the winter 
with straw or hay and plant out in the 
spring a8 soon as weather permits. 


The Time of Phlox 

This is the time perennial phlox is in its 
glory. Plants do not like to dry out, and 
wilt quickly if neglected. If you remove 
faded terminal flower heads, the many side 
shoots will send out a new crop of flowers, 
much smaller than the first blooms, but 
still delightful. Cutting the old heads will 
prevent them going to seed. Thus you will 
not be troubled by seedlings, springing up 
among named varieties, with flowers that 
are almost invariably magenta. 


Replant the Strawberry Bed 
The late summer and _ fall 
times to replant the strawberry bed or to 
set out pot-grown plants. Place the runners 
in rows about 12-15 inches apart in soil 
that has been specially prepared. In the 
winter mulch with straw, marsh hay or 
pine needles. Plants set in the fall have an 
opportunity to get established and send 
out runners early in the spring. Their 
yield is also greater than spring set plants. 
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VERYONE IS FAMILIAR with the 
sundial as a 


and intrigued by the quaint mot- 


garden ornament 


toes on both old and new dials. How- 
ever, during the past five years there 
seems to be a renewed interest in the 
sundial as a timekeeper. One that has 
been erected in the garden of Dickson 
Leavens, in Colorado, bears this apt 
but true inscription: 


**A Clock the Time may wrongly tell; 
I, never, if the Sun shines well.”’ 


How true this is, for our watches are 
mechanical arrangements that get out 
of kilter easily, whereas the sundial can 
be either a non-mechanical or a me- 
chanical arrangement that never gets 
out of adjustment. 

We are apt to think there is not 
enough sun to really make a sundial 
useful. Tests were carried out over a 
long period, and in New England 
where they have “weather”, it was 
found that distinct shadows were vis- 
ible for eight hours or more 186 days 
during the 245-day period from March 
1 to October 31. On 23 days shadows 
were distinct for four hours to eight 
hours. In other words, 85% of the 
days, shadows were visible for four 
hours or longer, which is enough sun- 
light to make the sundial of practical 
use as a timekeeper. (HorTICULTURE, 
Jan. 1, 1940, p. 2) 

The only disagreeable fact about a 
sundial as a timekeeper is that the 
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Traditional dial found in European and American gardens 








The Sun Shines Bright... The Time Is Right 


R. Newton Mayall, Author of Sundials — How to Know, Use and Make Them 





majority of them must be made for 
the place they are to be used, al- 
though certain kinds may be moved 
about and, when set up correctly in 
the new location, will tell proper time 
A standard 
developed that can be set up in dif- 


time sundial has been 
ferent locations. It can be set correctly 
at the factory or by the owner. Such 
a dial gives standard time directly, 
throughout the years, just as accurately 
as your watch, and is read in the same 
manner without mental effort. (HortT1- 
CULTURE, June 1, 1940, p. 262). To 
date such dials have had to be made 
to order but before too long there may 
be a similar dial on the market at a 
reasonable price. 

Sundials can be constructed on any 
kind of surface and they can be made 
in any shape or size and of different 
materials. They 
for memorials, such as the one at the 


are ideal mediums 
Bureau of Standards in Washington, 
D.C. 

A dial on the wall of a house can be 
practical as well as ornamental and 
may be enjoyed when working or 
sitting in your garden, They may 
serve an historical purpose, as does 
the dial on the cupola of the Bulova 
School of Watchmaking, where the 
design melds the with the 
modern — a fitting place for an ex- 
ample of the early form of timekeep- 
ing, where the shadow shows the early 
method of apparent (sun) time and 


ancient 


Armillary dial from Holland in a spring garden 










reaches a distorted 


when the shadow 


figure eight the exact time of Standard 
time noon is indicated for each day 
of the year. 

A wall dial facing the sea may be 
designed large enough to be visible by 
the children when they are out sailing 
worry about 


There is no need to 


ruining a good watch let the sun 
keep the time 

The 
combining 
architecture. It 
good in design. Most of us have for- 
the sundial actually is a 


sundial is a good means of 
mathematics with art or 
embodies all that is 
gotten that 
scientific instrument just as much as a 
clock. It is based on fixed scientific 
principles of nature’s movements. It is, 
therefore, a good instrument to in- 
corporate in the wall or walls of a 
school building where it may become 
a part, and an interesting part, of 
the science 
designed for use on the ground where 


course, Or one can be 
the movements of the celestial bodies 
can be demonstrated, 

Because of this scientific aspect of 
the sundial, it is necessary that it be 
properly constructed and set in place 
he ordinary sundial (horizontal), 
seen in most gardens, should work 
because its construction is based on 
the simple principle shown in the 
diagram Why the sundial should work 

If you have such a dial and it is 
properly constructed, the plate on 
See next page 
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HOW 
to build a 


| AWN > GARDEN 
CYANAMID 


. used for years by professional 
gardeners and turf specialists...only 
recently available to home gardeners! 


¥ 


ee | 


Here is the modern method that will 
assure you of a fast-growing, thick-textured, 


luxuriant, dark green lawn. 


When first applied, Cyanamid hills weed 
seeds in the soil—thus virtually eliminates 
future weed competition. Then, it changes 
form before lawn is seeded to become a 
rich, long-lasting nitrogen fertilizer that 
resists washing out even with heavy rains 


or excessive watering. 
NOW 


lawn—with Cyanamid! Easily applied 
see simple directions on each bag for varied 


is the time to prepare your new 


uses including re-building old lawns, mak- 
ing compost. Available in handy 10, 25 
and 50 |b. bags. Ask for free leaflet. 


AT YOUR NURSERY OR GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER 


amencan C yanamid COMPANY 


Just arrived from Italy! 
ALABASTER PETAL BOWLS 


Hand carved alabaster in exquisite petal design— oan open 
flowering shape, deep enough to floot your most beautiful 
blossoms. Elegant for fruit or candies. Can also be used as 
avth-receiver. Palest white, pink or mint green. 7°' diam 


A Here's How Exclusive! 
Only $3.50 ppd. for one; $6.50 the pair 
Reserve your copy of FREE Fall Catelog 


HERE’S HOW ot "ane St, NEW YORK 10 
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Large wall dial on wall of house of James G. Lewis, Westport, Conn., 
visible at sea, Solid black lines and figures are metal and hour lines black 


The Sun Shines Bright 
krom page 385 


which the hour lines are inscribed 
should be absolutely level, the shadow 
casting edge of the gnomon should 
rise above the dial plate at an angle 
equal to the latitude of the site, and 
the upper edge of the gnomon should 
point to the North Pole of the sky 
(Polaris). The position of the hour 
lines varies depending on this angle. 
However, such a dial, properly con- 
structed, can be moved north or south 


= 


—_—+ 
z 


and reset so that it will tell time cor- 
rectly in the new location, provided 
it is adjusted as shown in horizontal 
dial made for one latitude. 

Also, if you want daylight apparent 
(sun) time, do the dial. 
Just paste new numbers over those 
on the dial — a 2 on the 1; a 1 on the 
12; a 12 on the 11; and so on. 

Regardless of the type of sundial, 
they are all based on the same prin- 
ciple, whether the actual lines are 
visible or not. Therefore, all things 

See page 394 
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A horizontal dial made for one latitude may be used in another latitude, 
if set up properly. Note the use of wedges for needed adjustments 
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H. Gleason Mattoon, Narbeth, Pennsylvania 


HE MUNICIPAL ART society of New 
York has announced a tree planting 

program for the sidewalks of New York. 
One hundred elms, London planes and 
ginkgo trees are to grace the streets of 
Manhattan where survival will depend on 
the outcome of their battle with noxious 
fumes, automobile fenders, boys with 
knives and evening visits from leashed 
canines. Money will flow to create some 
evidence of botanical life in a world of 
geometrically patterned concrete. Con- 
ceded six square feet of carefully pro- 
portioned potting soil or its equivalent, 
each tree will receive every artificial aid to 
have it appear at home in that alien world 

The reasons why elm, plane and ginkgo 
were chosen by the Society should be 
explored. Do you suppose the elm (pre- 
sumably American elm), happiest along 
meandering streams and rural roads, may 
have gained first place through active 
participation of childhood memories in 
the voting? Certainly with the overabun- 
dance of its devastating enemies which 
make survival under ideal conditions 
questionable, practical wisdom did not 
appear to dominate 

With London plane it is different. The 
offspring of an accidental mating in an 
English glade of our native buttonwood 
and the Oriental species, it could have no 
nostalgic association for members of the 
Society. Presumably, the choice was dic- 
tated by practical experience, for the 
London plane has great vigor under trying 
conditions, even such as might confront it 
on Fifth Avenue 

Lastly ginkgo is proposed. In contrast 
to London plane, the ginkgo is patriarch 
of the tree world. Neither time nor civiliza- 
tion has changed one essential characteris- 
tic in the last 10,000,000 years, as well 
preserved fossils, found in coal veins laid 
down at least that long ago, will attest. 

The ginkgo knows life and history and 
has shown an amazing adaptability to 
foreign lands and climes. Perhaps it is a 
wise choice, or at least will be so con- 
sidered until its far reaching branches 
invade third story windows. But that will 
be 70 or more years from now, because it 
is very slow growing. Should we be con- 
cerned about the size or shape of a ginkgo 
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after 2000 a.p.2 More important is the 
philosophy that proposes such a land- 
scaping program and the generosity and 
faith which brought forth $9,000 from 
property owners and residents to make it 
possible 
Whether city bred or country born, there 
is within most of us a kinship with nature, 
apparent most often in small things, such 
as yearning for one green tree to look 
down upon from the heights of a Man- 
hattan apartinent house. Such sentiment 
is pleasant to contemplate 
reer a 
| bewy YEAR a veteran bought the house 
across the street and set out to 
beautify the grounds. Because he had 
more enthusiasm than money, he went 
first to a nearby woods and dug up four 
dogwoods. When he got them home, there 
weren't many roots and the trunks were 
spindly and frail looking, but he planted 
the trees carefully and looked forward to 
dogwood blossoms this spring 
No blossoms appeared and only one 
tree put out leaves, small, weak ones at 
that. Unfortunately, trees taken from 
woodland shade can’t stand the heat and 
searing effect of full sunlight. The bark 
dries and dies because the few roots are 
inadequate for the necessary job of supply- 
ing sufficient plant food and water for 
growth 
It is too bad, because if he had gone to 
the local nursery he could have bought 
well grown trees that would have survived 
in full sun and wind and the cost would 
have been small. Very likely the trees also 
would have been small, but they would 
have grown fast, soon outstripping any 
woodland tree that might survive 
* * * 
J AMERICAN ELM, most beset of 
native trees, may go the way of the 
American chestnut. The number and de- 
structiveness of its enemies appear to in- 
crease. It is the particular delight of several 
foreign insects and diseases, which when 


combined, are more than it can cope with. 

If the American elm could talk, we 
suspect it would use strong language in 
telling us how inept we are in relying 80 
exclusively on repeated sprays to control 
its enemies. 


See page 401 





50th Anniversary Offer 


NARCISSUS 


We feature here 8 of the newest and finest 
Narcissus at SPECIAL PRICES, prior to the 
mailing of our new all-color 1955 Jubilee Fall 
Catalog. 





LADY BIRD — Lovely ruffied pink 
LIMONE— New primrose yellow 


MT. HOOD — Finest exhibition white 
$3.50 per doz. 
LA ARGENTINA— White perionth supports cup 
striped yellow and orange 4. per doz 
RENE de CHALONS—New all-yellow “Aword of 
Merit” winner $3.50 per doz 
PRINCESS IRENE—New white Poeticus with double, 
rose-budlike crown $2.75 per doz 
CRAGFORD—Dark orange-red crown on white 
perianth $3.00 per doz 


VELLOW CHEERFULNESS—New all-double yellow 
sport of cheerfulness $2.50 per doz 
JUBILEE OFFER: 


3 Bulbs Each of 8 (above) (24 bulbs) 
(Value $6.85) $6.25 


$3.50 per doz 
$3.50 per dox. 





FREE with each order for Collection— 
| doz. of the Famous RED EMPEROR Tulip 





Only Top-Size and Quolity Bulbs supplied 
-@- 
FREE on request—Ovw new Catalog listing MANY 


Narcissus including the above—Tulips, Hyacinths and 
Miscellaneous Bulbs 


an@a 

BURNETT BROS., INC. Est. 1905 

Dept. C, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Phones: BArclay 7-6136 & 7-7829 











YOUR GARDEN 


MAKE 















WITH AN ALL-PURPOSE 
W-W COMPOST GRINDER 
AND SOIL SHREDDER 


it's the gardener’s best 
friend because it works 
miracles with the soil. 
Shreds, screens, grinds 
compost, sod, leaves. 
and cuttings. Prepares 
organic matter for com- 
pooene or mulch 
ixes Compost or oth- 
er fertilizer with soil 
Separates trash 






Makes Potting Soil Without 
Additional Attochments 
$124.50, less motor and belt guard, 
$178, complete with 2-hp Briggs & 
Stratton engine, FOB Wichita 
Convenient terms usually can be 
arranged. Five models to chome 
from, Write for iterature and name 

of dealer 









Roses 
DOING POORLY? 


Consider insect pests in the soil. Fumi-Soil Capsules 
kill soil pests easily —safely 
SEE PAGE 393 





“BETTER THAN 5 
WHEELBARROWS” 


Easily handles 5 times the weight, 3 
times the volume. Use os hondcart 
or with any garden tractor, For 
free cirevier and prices, write... 





COUNTRYMAN’S CART Bex 1827, Noroton, Conn. 
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Merion Bluegrass 
From page 382 


Many 
disappointments come from failure to 
this difference. When it is 
the old 


bluegrass heights, it does not form the 


best when cut under one inch 


recognize 
mowed higher, at standard 
close-knit sod that eliminates the weeds 

Disappointment is also in store for 
those who do not mow often enough. A 
correspondent from Minnesota main- 
tains that the frequency with which 
the grass is cut is equally, if not more, 
the Besides 


allowing weeds to continue, too-high 


important than height 
and too-infrequent cutting also aggra- 
vate diseases 


One criticism of Merion is its slow 


ness in becoming established. It does 
not germinate quickly and grows 
rather slowly the first fall that it is 


planted. However, its growth the fol- 
lowing spring is rapid, Grasses which 
are frequently used in lawn mixtures, 
such as redtop and ryegrass, will pro 


Yet, 


growing 


duc ca lawn quickly in the fall 


these comparatively rapid 
Wrasses « ompete with the slower grow- 
ing, but more desirable grasses, to the 


detriment of the latter 


Seed Alone for Best Results 


Practi ally all 
mend that Merion be seeded alone for 


authorities recom 


best results However, because it is 
slow to germinate and relatively high 
in price, public demand has led the 
seed trade to offer mixtures, some con- 
2%, Merion, others 


Agronomists agree 


taining as little as 
as much as 40% 
that 2% is too low to be practical. Ifa 
mixture is 10"), Merion 
red fescue only can be managed success- 
fully 


frequen \ 


used, with 
If commercial mixtures are used, 
of mowing cannot be over 
emphasized to minimize shading and 
crowding of the Merion seedlings 


Since we are approaching the ideal 


season for lawn making I offer these 
recommendations. In sowing a new 
lawn with Merion bluegrass, use 


enough lime to make the soil nearly 
neutral (pH 6.5-7.0) 
plete fertilizer, such as 10-10-10 or 
12-12-12, at the of 40 to 50 
pounds per 1000 square feet. Rake in 


Apply a com- 
rate 


lime and fertilizer and sow one pound 
of Merion per 1000 square feet. Rake 
lightly to cover the seed a quarter of an 
inch; then roll and keep moist until 
seed is well established 

When seeding an existing lawn, mow 
established grasses to one-half inch or 
less. Loosen the soil by thoroughly 
aerifying six or cight times to prepare 


seedbed. Add lime and fertilize as 
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new lawn. Sow one pound of 
Merion per 1000 square feet. Drag 


with doormat to brush the seed into 


for 


the loosened soil. Keep moist until 
seed is well established, and continue 
to mow short while Merion is ger- 
minating 

lo overseed improved warm-season 
grasses, | suggest the following pro- 
tried. Aerify thoroughly 
(six to eight times) about a month 


cedures be 
before the first killing frost is expected. 
Mow very close (one-half inch) and 
remove the clippings. Then sow two 
pounds of Merion per 1000 square feet 
Drag and water as above. 

I have been rather alone until re- 
cently in recommending this last pro- 
cedure. Yet, the demonstrations I have 
been watching are all performing ex- 
ceptionally well, and some are seven 
In latitudes where Merion 
the 


heat, it is very practical to have a hot- 


years old 


goes dormant during crabgrass 


weather lawn of zoysia or bermuda 
grass overseeded with Merion to give 
color during spring, fall and winter 

I know of one nursery that sells this 
combination as sod, and it reports 
many satisfied, enthusiastic customers 
\ golf course superintendent writes 
from Pennsylvania that 


Merion seem very “compatible’’. 


zoysia and 


If you want to try it, you can start 
Merion, 


then plug in your warm-season choice 


either way: establish your 
or establish your warm-season grasses 
and finally overseed with Merion. 

1. After seeding with Merion, keep 
it moist until it germinates. Then re- 
duce frequency of watering. 

2. Set your mower low, three quar- 
ters to one inch, and keep the grass 
mowed from the time there is anything 
to mow. Remove all clippings. Do not 


mow when wet 


High Nitrogen Requirement 


3. Since Merion has a high nitrogen 
requirement, fertilize regularly. Spe- 
from one 


che recommendations vary 


area to another, depending on condi- 


tions. ‘hese quantities are rough, to be | 


adjusted as your Merion requires. 

4. In the spring, apply a complete 
fertilizer (10-10-10, 12-12-12, 7-7-7, 
8 6 4, 
pound of nitrogen per 


or similar) at the rate of one 
1000 square 
feet. (For example: use 10 pounds of 
10-10-10 or eight pounds of 12-12-12.) 
5. Each month, use an organic fer- 
tilizer formula to supply one pound of 
nitrogen per 1000 sq. ft. each time. 
6. Lastly, it is important to aerify 
thoroughly in the spring and again in 
early fall. In a fall seeding, skip aerify- 


ing the first spring while the plants are | 


becoming established. 














Fittonia 
(Mosaic Plant) 


has most in- > 


This native of Peru 
teresting foliage. It is a plant which 
will grow well in the shade or near a 
north window. Because it likes mois- 
ture it grows well in plastic pots. 


49¢ each or 2 for 75¢ 





NOW! Exciting » 


THESE NEW AND UNUSUAL | 
MAILED TO YOU FULLY PROTI 













Silver 
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similar | 
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moist. 











UNION PRODUCTS, 


Manufacturers of 


Plastic Pots, Tubs, Pans, Planters, Trellises 


and other planting accessories for growers 


and florists. 
Write for detailed information 
WHOLESALE ONLY 
LEOMINSTER, MASSACHUSETTS 





INC. 
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b EW HOUSE PLANTS Available in Plastic Pots!! 


| BRRANTS GATHERED FROM DISTANT LANDS AND NOW OFFERED TO YOU BY MAIL. ALL PLANTS WILL BE 
1 ED IN THE PLASTIC POTS IN WHICH THEY WERE GROWN. YOU WILL DELIGHT AT THESE NEW INTRODUCTIONS 


©! BiLeaved Peperomia 


( peromia Hederafolia) 

w introduction from 
oe The growth is very 
ad 0 the common Water- 
h egonis and is of the 
P peromia family. Grown 


medium 


light and 
d be kept 


moderately 






49¢ each or 2 for 75« 





Miniature 
Kangaroo Vine 


(Cissus anartica minima) 


4A sport of the 
old standard Kan- 
garoo Vine. The 
leaves of this plant 
are small and the 
joints between the 
leaves are close to- 
gether. Will grow 
well in poor light. 
Keep soil moder- 
ately moist. 


$1.10 each 
or 2 for $2.00 





Peperomia Minima 


This dwarf, free branching & 
plant grows in a compact form. 
It has small green leaves which 
are reddish on the under side. 
It enjoys moderate light and 
should be kept moderately 


moist. 
49¢ each or 2 for 75¢ 





Grown in Plastic Pots... 
Shipped in Plastic Pots! 


All the plants shown here have 
been grown in Union Plastic Pots 
to assure you of stronger, health- 
ier plants. We know you'll like 
them os well as we do for the 
many advantages they offer 
small plant enthusiasts. 

Harmful bacteria and mold 
can't grow on plastic pots... 
plants grown in them need less 
watering because there's less 
evaporation. Gay plastic colors 
catch the eye...add a new 
and different touch to the window 
garden. 

















/ 


Retail Florists are invited to send for 
our complete list. Please use your letter- 


: . *,* 
head stationery when writing. 
NO RETAIL MAIL ORDER 


Visitors Welcome — 


TEWKSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 


F. I. CARTER & SONS 


Wholesale Plant Growers 


Closed Sundays 


rer MAIL 


Mexican Foxglove 


(Tetranema Mexicanum) 


A native of Vera Cruz, > 
Mexico. This sweet scented 
plant will flower continually. 
It should be given good, strong 
light and should be kept moist. 
An occasional application of 
plant food will keep it growing 
nicely. 

65¢ each or 2 for $1.10 





New Prayer Plant 


(Maranta Massangeana) 


A native of Brazil this > 
Maranta is a close relative 
of the old prayer plant. 
Its leaves are much more 
decorative and its flower, 
although small, is quite 
unique. Enjoys partial shade 
and moderate moisture. 
The leaves on this plant 
fold together at night like 
hands held in prayer. 
$1.10 each or 2 for $2.00 


ORDER 








Heart Leaf Ivy 
(Hedera Helix cordata) 


4 This ivy with heart shaped leaves 
and heavy stems is a wonderful plant 
for shaping. You can train the stems 
to wind around a lamp or drape from 
a mantel. Should be kept in rich soil 
and moderately moist. 


49¢ each or 2 for 75¢ 


ss —t. 
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SHORELINE NURSERIES, 


Name.... 


Street.... 


Dear Mr. Foster: Please send the following plants postpaid: 


SILVER LEAVED PEPEROMIA... 
MEXICAN FOXGLOVE. 
PEPEROMIA MINIMA..... 
FITTONIA 
HEART LEAF IVY...... 
MINIATURE KANGAROO VINE.. 
NEW PRAYER PLANT. 


NOMEN CGr's, hte...  eevcoghateocmubantedssdeinbessal ; 


Inc., Kennebunk, Maine 


Check or [ | Money Order Enclosed 
$0.49 each, 2 for $0.75 
65 each, 2 fer 1.10 
49 each,2 for 75 
49 each, 2 for 75 
49 each, 2 for 75 

1.10 each, 2 for 

1.10 each, 2 for 
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‘SENSATIONAL! 


‘BLUE GRASS 


Most Economical You 
Can Grow 
Now at Our Lowest Prices 


Merion Blue is the better lawn turf 
you have been reading about. It 
was developed by the U. S. Golf 
Association. 

Merion Blue tb. $3.75; 5 tbs. $16.50 
Merion Blue Formula Ib. $2.35; 5 tbs. $11.50 


‘ 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
a 
‘ 
' 
' 
' 
i 
: 
: GOES 3 TIMES AS FAR 
: Resists Disease and 
: Crab Grass 
. August 15th to October 15th 
s the best time to sow. 

§ Other Vaughan's Lawn Grasses— 
4 Merion Blue Formula, Private Estate, 
« Parks, Columbian, Dense Shade and 
° Excel. 

‘ 

' 

1 

' 

' 

1 

. 

' 

‘ 

‘ 
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Available at Many Supply Stores 
or write us direct 


CVaughan's Seed Go. 


ESTABUSHED 1876 
47-49 Barclay Street New York 7, N.Y. 





Oppues 


PLANT THIS FALL 


For Brilliant Gigantic Blooms 
in your garden next spring 
Herve ave 6 specially selected varieties 
to give you complete satisfaction 


2-year-old fetd grown plants, ready 
to bloom next spring 


BARR’'S WHITE: Best White 
CURTIS GIANT: Salmon Pink 
JOYCE: Soft Red | 
HENRYI CAYEUX IMPROVET: Purple 
SALMON GLOW: Double Salmon Pink 
WURTEMBERGLIA: Crimson-Red 
Any 3 for $2.00; any 6 for $3.50; 
any 12 for $6.50 
SPECIAL COLLECTION 
One each of the 6 for $3.00 ppd. 
Each Variety Labeled 


CARROLL GARDENS 


Westminster 4, Maryland 











FLOWER 
BOOK 


Write today for free illustrated “Book of Autumn”, 
featuring Daffodils, including the Duke of Windsor 


perennial seed and plants 


Tulips, Myacinths, etc 
seeds and 


Window garden seed ond plants, Lilies 
bulbs. Send postcard for your fre oo tegen! 
GEO. W. PARK SEED CO., Greenw 9,8.¢. 
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Oriental Poppies 
From page 383 


is one of the best reds, with vivid 
watermelon-red bloom, very spectacu- 
lar, but soft enough not to add a jar- 
ring note to any planting. It blooms 
late on plants of medium height. 
Interesting and curious is Fu Man- 
chu’s Fan, so named because of the 
wrinkled opening petals’ flat arrange- 
ment between conspicuous green 
bracts completing a resemblance to a 
Red Crinkles is also a 
poppy, with intensely 


Chinese fan 
‘‘different”’ 
fluted petals of radiant 
Arthur Curtis is a large flower, proba- 
bly the largest deep red to date, with 
flowers on tall stiff 


deep red. 


very wide showy 
stems. Carmen, very dark in tone, is 
a splendid late red. 

Rare shades and tints characterize 
the following group. Jessie Curtis, a 
low-growing compact plant, shows 
great quantities of mahogany-red 
bloom borne in close formation on 
rather short stems. In my garden this 
sort made a charming picture planted 
with mahogany-red annual dianthus 


and sapphire-blue delphiniums. 


Raspberry Queen 

Raspberry Queen is curiously col- 
ored too. Its satiny-textured maroon- 
purple flowers are very large and car- 
ried on tall stems. It is always a point 
of interest in the garden. Delicately 
lovely is Curtis Giant Flesh Pink. Very 
tall stiff stems bear large open blooms 
of lavender-flushed pink whose subtle 
tints are highlighted by large basal 
deep purple blotches. These three 
“off-colors” need some shade to pre- 
serve their delicate tones from fading. 

Recent introductions promise a still 
wider range of poppy hues. Six new 
ones which I am growing (but not yet 
flowered) sound impressive. Catalog 
descriptions credit them with enor- 
mous bloom in colors ranging from the 
French rose of Salome, camellia-rose 
of Sonata, copper tinted, vivid poppy 
red of Souvenir, vibrant watermelon- 
pink Sultana to the “bright Saturn- 
red with golden glow” of Surprise. 

Curious and certain to steal the 
show are such oddities as the bi-color 
Snowflame, and the sensational double 
poppies, Orange Glow and Crimson 
Pompon. White sorts always elicit 
praise in the border where their purity 
offers pleasing contrast and accent. 
Especially good are White Splendor 
and the chalk-white White Queen 
The old favorites, Barr’s and Perry’s 
White, are still tops among white 
poppies. 


Older sorts not to be ignored when 
choosing superior varieties are Joyce, a 
sparkling yet soft red; May Sadler, a 
rich salmon-pink of good size and 
substance; Helen Elizabeth, a self- 
color or purest salmon pink; Australia, 
a distinctive oxblood, and Water- 
melon, thought to be an improvement 
over the popular Wunderkind. 

Heading the list of new kinds of- 
fered this spring is Peony, a very large 
semi-double whose dozen petals are 
glowing salmon-pink, black based. 
Lavender Giant is claimed to be su- 
perior to Curtis Giant Flesh Pink in 
size (11 inch bloom is common) and in 
clarity of tone. 1954 creations include 
Louise, a Snowflame seedling with 
intensely ruffled bloom whose upper 
third of petals is white and the lower 
two thirds deep salmon pink. Purple 
King adds still further deep tones to 
Raspberry Queen and thus forms a 
uniquely-colored poppy. Master Rich- 
ard is the enthusiastic choice of the 
growers for sheer magnificence of size 
and radiance of geranium-pink tone. 

As cut flowers, Oriental poppies are 
unexcelled. Cutting them with a sharp 
knife in a slanting cut, immediately 
charring the stems for two or three 
inches and then plunging the stems 
into water to the flower head for a few 
hours will prepare the poppy to re- 
main fresh for almost a week indoors. 

In the border, clever placement of 
Oriental poppies add much to their 
effectiveness. Especially companion- 
able with all hues of Oriental poppies 
are the deep blues of Anchusa italica 
Dropmore, blue iris utterly devoid of 
purple tones (such as Harbor Blue, 
Helen McGregor), pale yellow day 
lilies and pastel pyrethrum. 


Suitable Settings 

Evergreen or deeply foliaged back- 
grounds bring out poppies’ brilliance, 
while flowering Vanhoutte spirea 
makes a delightful contrast. Since 
Oriental poppy stems and foliage die 
down after flowering, it is advisable to 
use foreplanting to screen this unat- 
tractive period. Rather low bushy 
annuals or gypsophila are excellent for 
this purpose. 

Oriental poppies probably are more 
disease resistant and less demanding 
than any other perennial. Once estab- 
lished, they will produce superior 
blooms for several years without being 
disturbed. Their one requirement is a 
well-drained situation. While full sun 
will assure quantities of fine flowers, 
they will stand some shade if not 
near tree roots. 

Fall planting of these poppies is 
recommended. This can be done from 
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August, when the plant is fully dor- 


mant, to mid-October, when the foli- 
age again appears. I prefer October "MAR s” I} 


planting or dividing of old stock since, 


with the appearance of the leaves, the ~WARMENHOVEN ROYAL DUTCH HYBRIDS womes vorioties 


situation of the plant is established 

FLOWERFIELD proudly offers the 
new, rare and internationally fa- 
mous Warmenhoven strain of Royal 
Dutch Hybrid Amaryllis. Four to 
five enormous blooms each measur- 
ing six inches across are held aloft 
on tall strong stalks. The widely 
opened recurving form of the | 
flowers is a distinct departure from | 
the older trumpet-like types offered 
heretofore. Imported by Flowerfield 
directly from Warmenhoven's 
greenhouses in Holland. 







and root damage in lifting is unlikely 






By tying the leaves loosely together 
and carefully working around the 
plant, the long brittle tap root can be 
lifted out intact. If, in dividing stock, 
the root is broken, usually the damage 





















is not serious, and since new stock 1S 





: obtained only from root cuttings 





(Oriental poppies do not come true 





from seed) setting these bits of roots 
MARS — Our choice of the newest of the 


hybrids, a glowing Red-Rose, exception- 
ally tall. Each $10.00 





will soon produce new stock. 
Standard practice for setting new 
















plants is as follows. Dig a hole three LEADING LADY — Coral pink, streaked with white 
inches deeper than the length of the QUEEN’S PAGE — Bright solmon, scarlet throat 
poppy root. Hold the plant with its SCARLET BEAUTY — Rich scarlet-red, waved petals 
tap root in position in the hole and = REREAD COWVUGUNA ~~ Enermeus red, Kgped wills 

- : : : ‘ AMARYLLIS QUEEN OF WHITES Pure white, greenish throat 
fill in firmly with well pulverized soil — faa : ; 
to within a few inches of the surface of Grow Them Blooming size bulbs, each $3.75 

‘ by Pegay Schulz Top sized bulbs, multiple stalks, each $6.75 

the ground. Water well and when the | 2.95 





10% discount on purchases of 3 or more, your selection 
(Offers not Prepaid) 






water has been absorbed, fill in with | 
dry soil to cover the crown of the plant | 
for about three inches. It is important 
that the crown never be exposed to the 





Catalog of CHOICE 
HOLLAND TULIPS, 
DAFFODILS, BULBS, 
PLANTS, 25¢c. 
Redeemable 
with first order 





Sales Office: 


lowerhield 


FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM + DEPT. H, BOX 90 + OYSTER BAY, L. |., N.Y 





air which induces crown rot, the only 
disease which attacks Oriental pop- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 





pies. 





Mulch Around Plants 


After setting, apply a light mulch | 
for about six inches around, but not | 
over, the plant. During the first winter | 


after planting, the mulch may be in- 
creased. Any light material which G A R p EN FE R § T 0 
sheds water, such as salt hay, is recom- 

WORK FOR YOU.. 


mended. I leave a mulch around my 
THE ORIGINAL 









poppies year-round to keep down 





weeds, since hoeing about the pop- 
pies is likely to cut off the roots 

In late fall, I give my plants an ap- 
plication of bonemeal and often in | 


spring a light application of a well “ 
balanced fertilizer. Too much fer- 
tilization will produce lush foliage and “Y 


scanty and small flowers. When the 
You can be SURE of results when you use 
Hyper-Humus.” For over 40 years, Hyper- 
Humus,” the cultivated PEAT-HUMUS, has 
been proven a reliable soil conditioner 
for both sandy and heavy clay soil. Can 
INSTANTLY turn Subsoil into Top-soil. 
A single pinch contains millions of tiny 
beneficial micro-organisms that prevent 
leaching, manufacture plant food and 
trap water. Makes tired worn out soils 
ALIVE . . . Available bag or bulk. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 
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flowering season is over, faded flowers 
should be cut immediately and not 
allowed to seed. After browning, the 







stems should be cut to the ground and 
foliage will gradually disappear and 
fall off 

Such simple culture is all the Orien- 
tal poppy requires to produce mag- 











nificent flowers on a long-lived and 


completely hardy plant 


ORIENTAL POPPIES 
TREE PEONIES =| HY PER-HUMUS Co. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE 


CURTIS GARDEN 


8810 Colerain Cincinnati 24, Ohio | 763 W 
























LANCASTER VT. BRYN MAWR 24, PA 
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GAIN A YEAR 


Still 
time to 


Plant! 


Satisfaction @ ranteed from setting BINT 
ING! disease free Strawberry plants during 
July, Auguet and early September 


from Buntings’ Superfection, best of all the 
erbearing varieties 
Specially Priced, Vowtpaid 
25 tor $2.40 100 for $6.50 
250 for $12.50 500 for $19.50 1000 for $41.95 
tandard, June bearing varieties aleo available 
if set thie summer, will produce bountiful crop of 
berries in June, 1956. Varieties: Hmpire, den 
Fairprake, Premier, Robinson, Sparkle, Temple 
Vermilion, Armore, Fairland 
Specially Priced, Postpaid 
25 for $1.35 100 for $3.50 
250 for $6.75--500 for $11.00 -1000 for $17.50 
Immediate shipments; plants carefully packed to 
arrive in excellent condition. Order today! 


BUNTINGS’ NURSERIES INC. 


BOX 34, SELBYVILLE, DELAWARE 











BURN REFUSE 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Tile back hood pour 
ignite 

close and safely burn 
damp, green, dry, gar 
bage and refuse to fine 


in refuse 


uh om any weather 
Scientific draft design ends nehbor-annoying 
nuisance and fire hazard of flying ash, sparks, 
burning blowing bits of paper. Minimizes 
smoke, smell. Needs no watching. Ends refuse 
hauling and fire hazards to quickly pay for it 
self. Seurdily made of RUST-RESISTANT 
ALUMINUM BONDED TO STEEL. Re 
ommended by Bureaus of Fire Prevention 
Over 100,000 satisfied users. Model A 

2144” sq. x 29” high 2 bu. cap $12.95 
postpaid ($13.95 W. of Denver) lode! B 

24" sq. x 34” high $ lu. cap $16.95 
postpand ($18.95 W of Denver Money 


back guarantee 


ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. 4-8, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Obie 








Now is the time to -.. 
PROTECT YOUR HOME 


Success with 


Smithianthas 


Peggie Schulz, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


ET SMITHIANTHA, with its plushy-tex- 
tured, richly-hued foliage and its 
sparkling red, yellow or rose flowers, 

lend fresh color excitement to your window 
or greenhouse garden 

These handsome plants are gesneriads, 

which makes them close relatives of the 
African violet and gloxinia. At one time, 
especially during the late 1800s, smithian- 
tha was a most popular “stove plant”. 
Today, with improved heating and light- 
ing facilities, we find we can grow it, as 
well as many other tender tropicals, in our 
indoor gardens 
Smithiantha 
Smith, an artist at Kew Gardens) was 
formerly known as naegelia and is so listed 
literature. I think, 
however, its common name, temple bells, 


renamed in honor of Miss 


in most gardening 
is appealing enough to find favor with 


most growers 


Curious Scaly Rhizomes 
This gesneriad grows from scaly rhizomes 
shaped somewhat like little pine cones 
Most dealers prefer to ship the dormant 
rhizomes from early May until late July. 
bell-shaped 
three months 


Its magnificent clusters of 
flowers are borne two ot 
after planting, and with staggered three- 
weeks-apart plantings, it is possible to have 
a succession of bloom. Whether in flower- 
ing or in foliage, they are enchanting 
Visitors to my window garden always 
single them out and ask, ‘““What are those 
gorgeous, furry-leaved plants?” 

I like to start newly-purchased or di- 
vided rhizomes in pans of sphagnum moss 
and, as they sprout, transfer them into 
pots. Soil formulas you have found success- 
ful for African violets are satisfactory, 
though you may prefer to mix my favorite 
recipe: equal parts of sand, leafmold and 
loam. If you want a bushy plant, use three 
rhizomes to a 6-inch pot. Single rhizomes 
are best planted in 4- or 44-inch pots 
Plant them so the sprouted end is toward 
the center of the pot, and cover the rhizome 
with about an inch of soil 

Smithiantha adapts itself to living room 
temperatures of 70°-75° during the day 
and 60°-65° at night. I also grow them in 
the greenhouse at these same temperatures, 
but some of my glasshouse gardening 
friends prefer to grow them at 65° during 
the daytime. 

If you can provide humidity of 40° in 
garden, smithiantha will 
flower luxuriantly. If not, blooms will be 
spotty. You can supply some extra humid- 
ity by keeping your plants on a tray of 
moist sand. Those who have a fluorescent 
light set up in the basement should have 
little trouble keeping moisture in the air. 

What a pleasure it is to watch smithian- 
tha grow! Each colorful heart-shaped leaf 
looks like it had been snipped from velvet. 


your window 


These leaves, however, need a bit of special 
attention if they are to be kept looking 
lovely. Use room temperature water on 
smithiantha, and if the water contains 
lime, do not spray the foliage with it. The 
lime deposits will adhere to the fine hairs 
and spot the leaves. In the greenhouse, 
preserve the foliage by keeping the plants 


away from “drip.” 


Author’s plant of Smithiantha cin- 
nabarina grown in a window garden 


In this section of the country, winter or 
early spring grown smithianthas prefer an 
east or partly shaded south window. They 
do need somewhat more light than African 
violets to flower well. If you are growing 
them under fluorescent lights arrange to 
have the lights about six to eight inches 
away from them when they are first sprout- 
ing, and as they lengthen, move them 
further from the lights. 

Fertilize smithiantha with soluble fer- 
tilizer every two weeks after it starts into 
active growth. About the only pests I 
have been bothered with are thrips. These 
are easily eradicated with a bomb-type 
house plant spray. 

If the 
smithiantha refuse to lengthen it may be 
because you have not given the 10-degree 
temperature drop at night. That, I have 
found is all-important with these plants. 
If you cannot manage to lower the room 
temperature, take the smithiantha out of 
the window garden and place it in a cooler 
location for the night. Or, perhaps you 
may not be able to keep humidity at a 40° 
level. In that case, try placing a trans- 
parent plastic bag over the entire plant. 

Propagate smithiantha through leaf or 
plant cuttings rooted in any media you 
prefer. Rhizome divisions — or single scales 
will produce new plants. The small rhi- 
zomes which often form in the leaf axils 
‘and seed are other methods of propagation. 


buds on your window-grown 
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Smithiantha seed is fine and should be 
handled by sprinkling it on top of vermi- 
culite or sphagnum moss. If you are grow- 
ing them in a window garden try planting 
seed in a covered casserole or an ice-box 
dish. When the seedlings have four to six 
good leaves, transplant them into com- 
munity pots. Later they can go into indi- 
vidual 2-inch pots. 

Under good growing conditions, smith- 
iantha, from seed or individual scales, 
will flower when the plants are very tiny 
about three inches high. The usual time 
from seed to flower is about six to eight 
months, but I have had them blossom in 
four and one-half months when grown 
under fluorescent lights. 

As the mature plant nears the end of its 
blooming time, it may start to look a bit 
ungainly. If you want to remove it from 
the window garden, but find some buds 
have failed to open, cut off that branch, 
place it in water at a light window or 
under artificial light and the flowers often 
open. 


Dry Off After Flowering 


When flowering ceases, dry the plants 
off gradually. Leave the rhizomes in the 
pots and store them in a cool closet or 
basement. If you are storing them in a 
greenhouse, lay the pots on their sides 
under the bench and be certain water 
does not drip on the soil. An occasional 
light watering, say once a month, during 
storage time helps keep rhizomes plump 
As soon as they show new growth, they 
are ready once again to start their growing 
cycle. You need not repot them for this 
second season— merely add about an 
inch of fresh topsoil. 

Smithiantha hails from 
Central America. There are 
species, and a few of these, plus some 
hybrids, are in cultivation. They are easy 


Mexico and 
about six 


to acquire. 

While all of the smithianthas make 
choice African violet or gloxinia compan- 
ion plants, one of my special favorites is 
S. cinnabarina, Leaves on this species look 
like red plush; flowers are red and cream 
In the window garden, mature plants 
attain a height of about 14 inches. In the 
greenhouse, under more humid conditions, 
they grow to 20 inches 

Another lovely species is S. zebrina. This 
one displays green leaves marbleized with 
red. Flowers are red and yellow. A plant 
often called “exoniensis” appears to be a 
hybrid form of smithiantha and is be- 
lieved to be the forerunner of the orange 
and yellow hybrids. Its leaves, like those 
on zebrina, are red and green, but its 
flowers are light orange. 

Golden King has velvety green and red 
leaves and deep golden flowers. Rose 
Queen’s green and purple leaves make a 
perfect foil for its charming rose colored 


flowers. Many of the unnamed hybrids 


have lemon-yellow flowers effectively dis- 
played among wine-red leaves 

All of the smithianthas are so attractive, 
you'll feel well paid for any extra care 
and attention you may give them 
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The APPROVED pant Fas 





\ 


by Millions of Home Gardeners 
by Universities and Botanical Gardens 
by Nurserymen and Horticulturists 


by Golf Courses and Park Departments 


Yes, RA-P1D-GRO is approved by everyone who uses it. Even 
the professional experts are amazed at RA-P1D-GRO results! It 
has a 15-year history of proven results from coast to coast. 

RA-P1p-Gro will do wonders you never believed possible 
before . . . because it is the complete liquid Plant Food, made 
with an exclusive formula to feed anything that grows. When 
you put RA-Pip-GRro on the job, you will see results almost 
overnight! Prove it for yourself by buying RA-P1p-GRo today 
from your favorite garden store or nurseryman, 


RAI DORO 


DANSVILLE, N. Y. 
Ctr .ccccce MEU Eb cs cece OOD 


Analysis 
Oe. .cccces OO TOR vececs ee 


23-21-17 
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Consult us regarding pruning, fertiliza- 
tion, and cavity work — we will gladly 
inspect your trees without obligation. 


Your valuable trees and shrubs must 
be protected. Expert spraying NOW 
- will prevent serious damage later. 


WHITE & FRANKE, Inc. 


30 Cameron Street, Brookline, Mass. Telephone AS 7-4204 
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FUMI-SOIL CAPSULES 
Kil Sol Pests 


Just poke a hole and bury a capsule. Nothing to mix—no 
messy dust or spray. Get to the root of your trouble. Fumigate 
the soil with FUMI-SOIL CAPSULES. One capsule will fumigate 
lf bushel of soil or 1.5 square feet of garden area. 


| Parcel Post Prepaid 
m/o or check enclosed $........ 
C.O.D. Parcel Post Collect 


Agricultural Division 
SHERMAN LABORATORIES 
5031 Grandy 

Detroit 11, Michigan 


Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules: 

err err ry? rrr Peers No. of Pkgs. Pkg. Size Price Each 
Gc ka ccccvsbbdsentvekoseaccer |. weraebes 24 $1.45 
SM cic unacdcsvvcedathsavaevecis *évetarne 100 3.95 


6.95 | 



























immediate Delivery 


HORSFORD’S HARDY LILIES 
AND PLANT MATERIAL 


Deliphinium Pacific Hybrids « Iris 
¢ Peonies « Russell Lupines « 
Oriental Poppies. 


All select varieties in many and varied colors. 
Also a wide list of Perennials for Fall planting. 
We will ship to your Summer Home while you are 
there! 


Many Attractive Collections included in our Free 
autumn supplement. Write today. 


F. H. HORSFORD 


Charlotte, Vermont 











Prizes for Garden Club Year Books 
| {ORTICL LTURE offers a first prize of $50 for the best 1954-55 year book 


submitted by a garden club. It offers a second prize of $25, a third prize 
of $10 and three additional prizes of $5 each. This competition is restricted to 
individual clubs. It does not apply to federations. The judges will consider 
each year book submitted from all angles. A club with a small year book will 
not be discriminated against. Garden clubs which received prizes in 1954 will 
not be permitted to make entries in the 1955 Competition. Year books to be 
entered in this competition must reach the office of Honticucrure, 300 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts, on or before October 15, 1955. 
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Perma- Test + At-PURPOSE + Plant “frags 


NO ROT « NO RUST ¢ PERMANENT COLOR ¢ NESTING FEATURE 


@ ATTRACTIVE INDOOR PLANTER. for 
home, office, church, or greenhouse—simple 
functional design 


@ WATERTITE PLANT POT TRAY. No leak 
age, no mudstains. Group your potted plants in 
watertite permonests. Water only once weekly 


@ THE PERFECT SEED STARTER. Controlled 
drainage with drill-out embossments. Crystal- 
hard surface produces healthier bacteria-free 
germination. No moisture absorption, Carry 50 
at a time. 


* FOUR SIZES * 





GREY OR GREEN POLYSTYRENE 22x 11x 2% ) 12x8x2% 
Gevernment and University Purchasers: U. S 2 for $3.50 | 3 for $1.75 
Botanical Gardens, New York City Public Schools, Brooklyn 4 for 6.95 i 6 for 3.25 
Botanic Garden, Harvard, Wellesley, Smith, U. of Fla., U. of 6 for 8.75 12 for 5.75 
Pitt. U. of Wis. U. of Okfle., Kansas State, indiana U., Wayne 
U. of Mich, Mich. State College, U. of lowa, lowe State, 

U. of Wash., U. of Calif,, Wash, State, U. of $.0., and others 8x8x2% 4x86x2% 
COMBINATION OFFER: One of each size 3 for $1.35 6 for $1.35 
$2.95. Add 10% for mailing costs. Full refund if 6 for 2.50 12 for 2.50 

12 fer 4,50 24 for 4.50 


returned within 2 weeks. 


Dealers, greenhouse owners, and garden clubs write for quantity and wholesale price lists | 
































The Sun Shines Bright 
From page 386 


being equal, it is easy to set the dial 
correctly or check the one you have 
Every day at 12 noon sun time, the 
sun is on the meridian (due south), 
but our watches will not necessarily 
agree. However, it is possible to find 
the time the sun will be on the me- 
ridian according to Standard Time. 


The necessary information will be 
found in The World Almanac. 
Look at The World Almanac for 


1955. The daily calendar begins on 
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Wall dial, Bulova School of Watchmak- 
ing, Woodside, Long Island, N. Y- 


page 384 and 397. At the 
bottom of each page there is a table 


ends on 


that gives the time the sun is on the 
meridian of Washington, D. C. (Ex- 
ample: August 1; 12" 06™ 15*) Local 
mean time. Then turn to page 399 
where the correction to local mean 
time to obtain standard time is given, 
in the first column, for several cities in 
Massachusetts (for Boston subtract 16 
minutes; for Springfield subtract 10 
minutes). 

Applying the correction will give 
the time the sun will be on the me- 
ridian in the vicinity of the longitude 
of Boston and all cities and towns 
north and south in that longitude, 
11" 50™ 15*, Eastern Standard Time 
or 12" 50™ 15* Daylight Saving Time. 
It will the meridian in the 
vicinity of the longitude of Springfield 
at 11" 56™ 15*, Eastern Standard Time. 

At these times, in the near vicinity 
of these longitudes, turn the dial so 
that the shadow indicates 12 o’clock. 
Also the shadow will show 2 o’clock 
when it is 1" 50™ 15* Eastern Standard 
Time in Boston or 1" 56™ 15* Eastern 

See next page 


be on 
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SCREEN FENCING 


Gives you a private living room as 
big as all outdoors! Erases objection- 
able views. Blots out the sight and 
sound of traffic and lets you really en- 
joy your grounds 

Benefit from Walpole’s 22 years of 
specializing on Rustic Fencing. Starting 
with the selection and cutting of the 
cedar trees by our own Maine woods- 
men, every detail is under our own 


supervision. That's why Walpole 
quality is the best and Walpole prices 
lowest. 


Find out what one of Walpole’s 
many styles of Cedar Fencing can do 
for you. Visit our display grounds, write, 
or phone Walpole 830 for 12 page free 
Fence Catalog containing over 50 pictures 
of Walpole Fences in use. Prices included. 


Walpole 
Woodworkers 


767 EAST ST. (RTE. 27), WALPOLE, MASS. 
AND 395 SHAKER RD., E. LONGMEADO W, MASS. 
On Cape Cod 
Rte. 28, L. Davis Sales Agency, W. Falmouth 


CEDAR FENCES » GARDEN FURNITURE 
TOOL HOUSES 


“Your Guide to a Greener Lawn” 


by Grorrrey S. Cornish 
Only 75 cents postpaid 


Horticulture’s Book Department 
400 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass 





ORCHID 
PLANTS 


Flowering Size 


GET ACQUAINTED SALE 


Any one of the following plants for 
the unbelievable low price of $2.50 
F.O.B. Beverly Farms. 
Cattleya Percivaliana ¢ Cattleya 
Skinneri ¢ Cattleya Labiata ¢ ¢ ypr- 
pedium Insigne ¢ Cattleya Gaskelli- 
ana * Cattleya Warnerii ¢ Cypripe- 
dium St. Alban. 


INSTRUCTIONS 
PLAN 


GROWING 
WITH EVERY 


Send for Our Price List 


ORCHIDVALE 


68 Hart Street 
Beverly Farms, Mass. 
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Standard Time in Springfield. Like- 
wise, other localities north or south of 
Boston and Springfield, in the vicinity 
of the the 


same setting times 


same longitude, will use 


Let’s not forget the oldest of all 


timekeeping devices and what is prob- 


ably the earliest scientific instrument 
known. It may be put to many uses 
other than as an ornament, although 


it will be an attractive ornament, no 
matter to what practical use it is put 

Look at vour house, see if there isn’t 
a blank wall that could be made more 
pleasant by a sundial. Or perhaps it 
may be the answer to a memorial your 
where. art 


committee is considering 


and usefulness can be combined. Then, 
too, there are public parks where large 
ob- 


be combined with an 


Chey may be painted, 


dials can 
servation tower 
and instead of a shadow a ray of light 
may be used to tell the time 

[here are innumerable sizes, shapes, 
and ways of making sundials, and you 
have a lot of fun constructing 
I'ry incorporating one 


can 
them yourself 
in the garden by making a 
floral dial. It 


shadow of a vertical object can be 


proper 


will work. Even the 


made to indicate the time 


Planting Colchicums 






























7 MBLING crocuses, colchicums make 
the autumn garden bright, with 
shades of violet and rosy lavender and 


tints of mauve and white. Also known as 


the meadow saffron, this fall blooming bulb 
is often incorrectly called autumn crocus 


though it differs in structure and belongs 


to the lily family 
Bulbs pure hased in August will produce 


flowers in a few weeks. Give a sunny loca 


tion and set two inches deep in a well- 


drained soil. Since they flower after the 


foliage has disappeared, colchicums are 


hosta or 


rock 


used to best advantage with 


artemesia, either in the shrub border 


garden or the perennial garden 
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TULIPS 


at Special Prices 
to make New Friends 


Special Offers on new, exciting Holland Tulips 
to make your garden the talk of the town! 
Take advantage of this “New Friends” Special! 


LJ 
LJ 
CJ 
C 


z= 
LJ 


Any six $1 Offers for 
all one type or order 


























Parrot Wonder — FB248. Largest of all 


gorgeous parrot tulips! Huge cerise- 
red blooms up to 10° across! 6 bulbs 
for $ 


Breck’s Matador — FB197. New! Huge 


early scarlet giant that ovtlasts all 
other tulips! Be first to grow itl 
6 for $1 


Prince Carnaval — FB259. The famed 
display tulip at Williamsburg! Rich red 
on butter-yellow petals. 8 bulbs for $1. 
Rosy Wings — FB203. Different! Extra- 
long, graceful wing-shaped tals. 
Unique glowing salmon pink. 5 & $1. 
Double Fantasy — F8244. New! Fa- 
mous salmon pink Fantasy Parrot now 
in double form! 3 bulbs, $ 
Holland's Glory —FB193. World's 
biggest tulip — first time offered! Enor- 
mous scarlet blooms up to 15" across, 
30” talll Each, $1. 


$5! Save $1! Buy 
diferent Offers! 


All Postpaid and Guaranteed! Order Today! 






im ANY SIX+1°° Offers for 55% 
IBRECK’S of Boston TTY OY Gh AG 


1 206 Breck Bidg. OF BOSTON 
t BOSTON 10, Mass. SEEOSMEN SINCE lle 


COMPOST 


50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 


natural 


Saeeeec es = eS See eee wee ee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


Burkleigh Compost Activator is entirely 
Makes sweet 
clippings, garden waste, hay 
available. A little does much. Kee 

end only $1 for « 
plua complete instructions including 
SAWDUST" and special 12-page booklet 
ING IN GOD'S WAY.” 

ORDER BY MAIL TODAY. We pay delive 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. A-29, Towson, Md. 


earthy « ipost from leaves, grase 





straw, sawduet, manures if 
pefulletrength until used 
nough to activate up to two tons 
“SECRETS OF 
“GARDEN- 





Kenmore 6-9000 


BOSTON’S 
CopLey $a. 
HOTEL 


BEST 
For Motorists 
For All Travelers 
For You 
200 Rooms — 
From $5.00 


® No charge for children | 
under | 4 years of age 





Roger Saunders, Manager 
47 Huntington Avenue, Boston 16, Mass. 








IRIS BORER 
RUINING YOUR PLANTS? 


Fumi-Soil Borer 
safely 


Capsules kill Iris easily 


SEE PAGE 393 

































Tree Peony—King of Flowers 


HE TREE PEONY is one of the 
great treasures of the garden. It 
is a shrub of convenient size, 
easy to grow, hardy and long lived. 
The attractive 
foliage and flowers of supreme beauty, 
which open about two weeks earlier 
than herbaceous peonies. Plants grow 
from three to six feet high and as much 
across, and in great age may reach 
even larger dimensions 
There are varieties that 
pact, spreading and upright in form. A 
low type, Hinode-no-seki, “Land of 
the Rising Sun’, is used in Japan as a 
pot-plant. (See illustration opposite.) 
It grows into a neat three-foot globe, 
completely smothered in large flowers 
Some varieties grow into the distinc- 
tive shapes familiar in Oriental paint- 
ings, with the great flowers balanced 


woody stems carry 


are Cotli- 


at the extremities of the branches 


Give Them a Setting 

We like to grow tree peonies alone, 
separate from other plants, with a 
background of leaves or a neighboring 
rock to set off the form and foliage. 
Sometimes, we them with 
choice spring bulbs or later in the 
season with lilies, clematis or morning 
glories. No bloom, however, is allowed 
to compete with the tree peonies when 
they put on their great performance 

In China, where tree peonies have 
more than a 


combine 


been in cultivation for 
millenium, they are often planted in 
high raised beds enclosed with stone 
or marble, while in the imperial gar- 
dens they are grown on stepped ter- 
races. Precious plants are protected 
when in flower, with bamboo shades 
or cloth screening, to keep off wind 
and sun and to prolong the blooming 
season. The plants are also watered 
from ponds, 

Our hilltop consists of an old pasture 
containing red cedars which are inter- 
with flowering trees and 
shrubs. Here the 
shaded by weeping cherries, ornamen- 
tal peaches and the tops of cedars, but 
are kept away from large roots. The 
trees make a pleasant background and 
give some protection from wind, sun 
and the storms of spring 

After a few years’ growth, the plants 
may bear 30 to 40 flowers, so it is best 


planted 


tree peonies are 
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Marjorie R. Sedgwick 


to support their weight by staking 
some of the lateral branches. They 
bloom most freely in the sunlight, but 
a play of shadows intensifies the colors. 
Ihe white or red flowers can endure 
heat and sun, but the pink varieties 
need more shade, both to show off the 
subtlety of color and texture and to 
preserve the flower, which by opening 
too mid-day heat loses its 
lovely gobiet shape — so characteristic 
of the tree peony. 

It is also possible to grow the plants 
under a pergola shaded as needed with 
plastic screening, so as to protect the 
flowers during their short season. 


wide in 


Suggested Feeding 

As tree peonies flower only once a 
year, rich nourishment is not neces- 
sary. In our light soil we dig in com- 
post and bonemeal and a little lime 
at planting time. Wood ashes and 
superphosphate can also be used as 
fertilizers from time to time. Manure 
should be avoided as it may increase a 
tendency to botrytis. This is the only 
disease of the tree peony we have 
encountered. It causes leaves to wilt 
suddenly and a branch or two usually 
dies. Diseased stems must be cut out 
and burned. With an_ established 
shrub, the loss of a branch is not im- 
portant, but it is disappointing indeed 
to lose the first shoots of a new plant. 
However, it will grow again, and some 
gardeners like to spray with ferbam, 
twice before and once after flowering. 


Water Before Flowering 

The flowers are so large and splen- 
did that they usually need plenty of 
water when they bloom in hot, dry 
weather, especially since the roots are 
fairly shallow. Tree peonies come 
grafted on the thick root of an her- 
baceous peony, but soon form a fibrous 
mat of their own roots. This makes it 
easy to move established plants within 
the limits of a garden, and after some 
years they seem to appreciate fresh 
soil. In the winter we add a top dress- 
ing of peatmoss which protects the 
roots, keeps down the weeds and 
makes watering easy. Moreover, it 
makes an ideal propagating bed into 
which the tree peonies can drop their 


seeds 





As soon as you have one tree peony 
you will want more. Seedlings will 
never perhaps have the distinction of 
the great selected plants, but they 
give a sense of intimacy and owner- 
ship. They take from four to six years 
to come into flower. Some seed will 
germinate the first spring, if sown 
quickly before it hardens, or it may be 
18 months before the first leaf appears. 

The seed has a double dormancy. 
In the first warm spell, the root grows 
and only after a winter’s freeze does 
the leaf develop. It is possible to 
hasten germination by stratifying the 
seed. Plant it in warmth to produce 
the root, then freeze slightly for 10 
weeks to imitate winter. After return- 
ing to warmth, the leaf will be formed. 

In an average garden setting, wait- 
ing for seed under the mother plant 
to germinate is an easier way. The 
little plants should remain in_ this 
natural condition of light shade until 
their second year, when they can 
safely be moved to a nursery bed until 
they come into flower. 


Increase by Layering 

A simple way to increase a plant is 
by layering. Pin down a young branch 
into sandy soil, making a little slit 
underneath. Keep it watered, and in 
18 months it should be well rooted. 
Then it is ready to sever. 

Tree peonies survive neglected in 
old gardens, but they thrive best on 
conversation and the little attentions. 
A walk with a notebook is one of the 
most productive activities of the ama- 
teur gardener, making plans, record- 
ing changes and judging the value of 
the plants, and the chief solace of 
gardening lies in these intimate mo- 
ments. 

Eleven months of the year the tree 
peony is a dignified feature in the 
garden. During a month each spring it 
takes on dramatic importance, filling 
the gardener with expectation and 
delight. In April, the leaf buds open 
with a remarkable unfolding of form 
and color — more majestic than the 
uncurling of ferns — with red stems 
and sea-green leaflets varying in hue 
from one plant to the next. This is the 
time to mark the seedlings which come 

See page 400 
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This specimen of Hinode-no-seki, a tree peony of notably compact habit, had 39 blooms in May 1954. 


REE PEONIES’are a royal race of plants from the Orient, where they were loved and honored as early as the 
sixth century. Enthusiasm for these peonies mounted steadily, causing them to command fabulous prices. They 
figured prominently in the art and literature of their native lands, while kings feted them each spring and people 
cherished them everywhere. For the most part, they were used alone as befitted their royal dignity in special 
flower shows, in flower arrangements indoors, or in separate beds outside, often in secluded areas where ladies in retreat 
could view them appreciatively. Grown either in their natural bush form or trained into espaliered patterns, they often 
produced bloom in summer and fall, too, under careful cultural methods of retarding or forcing. For all the love and 
legend that this “Plant of Twenty Days” bloom inspired in eastern lands, it was not imported into this country until 


the early 1800’s. From that time until recently, the tree peony has been grown mostly by collectors, taking second 


: P . 
place to the herbaceous peony. With gardeners of today, however, tree peonies have come into their own once more 


Sturdy, woody stems that maintain a picturesque, shrub-like structure throughout the year give them a permanent, 
ornamental value in the garden. Deeply-cut, deciduous foliage, soft in tone and texture, makes a fine foil for enormous 
heads of blooms in balled double- or single-saucered forms. These range in magnificent color from white through pink, 


purple and red (including mahogany and almost-black) to lovely yellow in many gradations 





DRIED ARRANGEMENT in an antique French urn arranged by the author. It contains goldenrod, yarrow (Parker’s 


hybrid), celosia, wild grasses, as well as the purple flowered joe pye weed and gray-green globe thistle. The shiny 
copper beech leaves and clusters of Rosa multiflora hips add a striking note of interest. The wild grasses give height 


and the copper beech leaves suggest a feeling of richness, as well as adding to the overall symmetry. 








Bouquets that Last All Winter 


Ruth Gannon, Author of “Winter Bouquets with Color” 


HEN the term “‘dried arrange- 
ment” is used, most garden- 
ers immediately visualize 
something brown or beige and utterly 
dull. Although this concept is all too 
often true, actually a dried bouquet 
can be as gay and as colorful as one 
made of fresh flowers. An amazing 
number of annuals, perennials, com- 
mon weeds and many exotics can be 
dried so as to retain their color for 
decorative use during the dreary days 
of Winter cut-flowers are ex- 
pensive. 

A few simple rules must be observed 


when 


for success. First, nearly all flowers 
(with few exceptions) should be picked 
at their peak of bloom. If you wait 
until they fade turn 
brown, they will continue to deteri- 
orate so that lose all the 
color. Second, they must be dried in 
a dark place. I use my attic and ex- 
clude all light by black 
shades at the windows. Third, they 
must be dried in a dry place. A cellar 
or garage is not desirable, since the 


begin to and 


you will 


means of 


usual dampness of late summer will 
cause the flowers to mold. If you do 
not have an attic, a closet may be used. 

The flowers, whose leaves are first 
stripped, are tied in small bunches 
(six to 12, depending on size) and hung 
sure to tie your 
both flowers 


upside down. Be 
bunches tightly, because 
and stems shrink in the 
ess. If tied loosely, the 


drying proc- 


flowers will 


slip through the string and fall to the 
floor. It generally takes about two 
weeks for flowers to dry. Then they 
may be packed away in a large box 
for use later on. 

I find it a great help to tie all of one 
color together, since they may often 
be used in a cluster in the arrange- 
ment. On the other hand, if you tie 
orange, blue, rose and pink together 
and then try to extract the colors you 
want you are apt to break the flowers. 
Dried plant material is brittle and 
must be handled with care. 

Because all the natural foliage has 
been stripped from the flowers, bou- 
quets will be much more attractive if 
you add foliage. Here again, your 
own garden can often be a source of 
supply. Branches of dogwood leaves 
picked when still green and in the 
fall when they have turned red add 
materially to an arrangement. The 
ends of the branches are slit for easy 
absorption and then inserted in a 
solution of equal parts of glycerine 
and water. I use a quart mason jat 
which will hold 12 branches, each 
about a foot long. Let the branches 
stand in the solution until it 
sorbed. This takes three to four weeks 
The leaves remain soft and do not cur! 

Beech leaves respond to this treat- 
ment, as do magnolia, though they 


is ab- 


require much more time. Both euca- 
lyptus and lemon foliage are available 
at most florist shops and require no 


treatment. However, do not buy these 
until you are ready to make your 
arrangement. Then let them dry in 
place. Western cedar, podocarpus, 
dracena, strelitzia, anthurium and 
many other types of foliage are readily 
available in the fall from larger florists 

In the autumn, there should be 
plenty of flowers to gather from your 
garden. Cockscombs (both the plumed 
and the comb type) are among the 
best flowers to dry. I am particularly 
fond of the Gilbert Hybrids, with 
their exquisite two-toned colors. 

Nearly everyone grows zinnias and 
marigolds. A word of warning here 
Do not dry any but the large flowered 
types, since both zinnias and mari- 
golds shrink so much that the small 
types are worthless. Although they 
can be dried upside down, it is best to 
dry them head up between slats, other- 
wise the petals curl up in the drying 
process. 

The newer hybrids of straw flowers 
come in many charming colors and 
last much longer in the garden than 
do zinnias and marigolds. I have had 
plants in bloom for a full month after 
frost has taken most of the garden 
For drying, these should be picked 
before fully open. 

If you do not grow annual statice 
(Statice sinnata), which is available in 
many colors, try it another year. It is 
easy to grow if you remember to pull 

See page 405 
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6 Color Illustrations ° 


= Winter Bouquets with Color By Ruth Gannon.....$3.00 


The Art of Arranging Dried Flowers 


37 Black and White Photographs 7 


Il Sketches 


UPERBLY printed, charming in its style and full of ideas, this delightful book tells how to 


‘ 
» prepare material for dried bouquets and how to arrange them, Wild flowers, garden 


flowers, and exotic material which can be dried to retain their natural color are discussed 


in detail. A chapter on Christmas decorations is also included 


Horticulture's Book Dept. Enclosed is |_| Check | | Meney Order 


300 Mass. Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 


Please send me copies of WINTER BOUQUETS with Color, $3.00 postpaid 
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Rebuilding 
Your Lawn 


THE HELLER-GRO WAY 


A well-constructed lawn costs less to 
maintain than does a poorly pre- 
pared lawn. By following these easy 
steps you will have a better lawn 
and save time and money 


SEED 


You can have no better lawn than 
the seed you use. For a good turf be 
sure that the mixture has a high 
percentage of perennial grasses 


BARE PATCHES 


Loosen the earth to a depth of | 
inch. Moisten lightly with a solution 
of HELLER-GRO. Rake the area 
smooth and scatter the seed. Rerake 
the area until the seed is covered 
and then tamp lightly with the back 
of a shovel. Keep the patch moist 
until the seeds germinate 


FERTILIZE 


Be sure to give your established lawn 
a real good HELLER-GRO feeding 
this fall. The feeding and the cooling 
weather will promote root growth for 
better turf next spring. In September 
raise your mower to its highest cut- 
ting position. This added length of 
the grass will store more plant food 
in the roots. It will also act as a 
mulch against early thaws which 
cause the grass to begin growing too 
early 


TREE TREATMENT 


Your trees need to be fed also. Spray 
the leaves and the ground around 
your trees with HELLER-GRO. You 


will notice the difference! 


HELLER 


GREENHOUSE LABORATORIES 


218 East Pikes Peak Avenue 
Colorado Springs Colorado 








PLANT FOOD comm: 
fom) roll, Sand or 
Simply dissolve ond water oll your house 
plants gorden flowers, vegetables shrubs 
ond town. feeds instantly. 1f dealer con't 
send $! 


HYPON 


Need AFRICAN VIOLET 
POTTING SOIL? 


Moke your own, Use Fumi-Soill Capsules to kill soil 
pests eliminates steaming. Sate — easy — effective 
SEE PAGE 393 


Tree Peony 
From page 396 


up, and to spend a few moments cutting 
out any dead wood left by winter, so that 
the vigor of the sap is thrown into the 
opening buds. 

In Japan, the plants are pruned rather 
heavily, sometimes reducing them to five 
stems and flower buds, leaving a formal 
shape and increasing the size of the flowers. 
As our plants grow older we, too, may 
choose to control and renew the woody 
structure, and we may discover that a 
plant of five flowers arranged with fore- 
thought has more magnificence than a 
massive display. 

No other flower has such sculptured 
delicacy and elegance. The texture of the 
petals is like Oriental silk, ruffled taffetas 
or crimped and glistening satins, with a 
transparency unknown among the lesser 
peonies. The flowers are scented and a 
delight to bees. They are from six to 10 
inches across and a few as much as twelve 
inches wide. The colors range through 
shades of white and pink, rose and scarlet, 
lilac and purple and a deep maroon, fol- 
lowed by hybrids of the yellow species. 

Ihe Chinese and French hybrids are 
mostly double and last long in bloom, but 


the heavy flowers incline to hang down 


Picturesque Oriental Names 


The Japanese singles and semi-doubles 
show their lovely centers and stand well on 
the branches. The picturesque names add 
to their charm 

Our season opens with ‘Tama-fuyo, 

Jewelled Lotus”, a pale pink of exquisite 
delicacy, and with Haku-raku-ten, “Poe- 
try of China”, a single white flower of 
many moods, with reflections in its depth 
of shell pink and of gold stamens and a 
purple pistil. Gessekai, ‘Moonlit World”, 
is a ruffled mystery of greenish white, and 
Shintenchi, ‘“‘Between Heaven and Earth”, 
a tremendous pink flower with a dark 
exciting centel 

Later comes Uba-tama, a deep maroon, 
named for a great military tyrant of Japan. 
Last of all, making about three weeks of 
bloom, we..have Argosy, pale yellow, a 
famous hybrid of Professor Saunders. This 
is an excellent shrub, with flowers partly 
hidden in the leaves and without the 
subtle modelling of the great Japanese 
Varicties 

Plant tree peonies in fall or spring and 
each year they will increase in character 
Start soon for it takes one hundred years, 
it is said, to make a famous plant. In 
China and Japan there are gardens where 
the plants are from two to three hundred 
years old. For centuries they have been 
treated as sacred plants in monasteries and 
temple courts, or as treasures in imperial 
gardens. With their loveliness and lon- 
gevity, tree peonies have made worthy 
gifts from pupils to a great scholar, and 
when established they are visited and 
celebrated with festivals in their great 


moments in the spring 








SEE THE NEW REYNOLDS 


ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


AT 


NEW ENGLAND 
GREENHOUSE CO., Inc. 
Rt. 3 at Jet. 139 Box 69 

HANOVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
FREE BROCHURE 


© Erects with simple tools. 
© Pre-drilied sections 

© Never needs painting. 

© Can't ever rust or rot. 


Includes 
foundation 
side walls 











TWO JEWELS 


for Your Gardening Pleasure 


TREE PEONIES 


You can add distinction and charm to your 
garden with this true hallmark of the garden. 
These amazing plants produce gorgeous 
blossoms measuring 6 to 8 inches across. 
Dormant 4-year-old field grown Tree Peonies 
having 3 or more canes are now available. 


HELLEBORUS NIGER 
(The Christmas Rose) 


The Christmas Rose is an herbaceous peren- 
nial whose perfection of flower and season 
of bloom have earned for it a most colorful 
name. This flower strangely loves the bitter- 
ness of winter and blooms through the snow 
with flowers measuring 2%’ to 3%” across. 
The flowers when cut make an excellent 
addition to Thanksgiving and Christmas 
bouquets and will last for two weeks at 
ordinary house temperatures. 


SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE LISTING 
AND PRICE BROCHURE 


MARINUS VAN DER POL 


757 Washington Street 
NEW BEDFORD 2-0330 
FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Planting Tree 


Peonies SVEN VANZONNEVELD 


REE PEONIES are usually shipped 
later in the fall than the herba- 


ceous kinds. Because of their extreme Collegeville * RDI - Pennsylvania 


longevity and the fact that they are 
seldom moved once a desirable loca- : _ , 
tion has been chosen for them, they Exclusive distributor for VanZonneveld’'s famous Holland bulbs 
deserve special treatment. (genuine imported stock) which have been aiding in beautifying 


Dig a “‘ten-dollar’”’ hole for each ; : 
plant and prepare the soil to a depth American Gardens for over thirty years. 


of two feet and a width of three feet. 
A bushel of leaf mold and a gener- Catalogs with gorgeously illustrated color guide free 
ous supply of bonemeal incorporated : 
with soil should get the plant off to on application from Collegeville, RD 1, Pennsylvania 
a good start. Tree peonies thrive in 
a deep, sandy loam containing an 
abundance of organic matter. 

Most plants furnished by nursery- 
men are grafted specimens. Set the Brand’s ONE, OF AMERICA’S OLDEST AND 
union between the grafted scion and FOGST WURSERIES, EST. 168 = Lily _ 
the rootstalk (usually it is easily ob- , se 
served) two inches below the surface 7) Ee Oo N j r Ss JILLI AN W ALL ACE 


A bold and very lovely Auratum Hybrid, from 


of the established soil level. Do not 
OWN ROOT FRENCH LILACS Australia. The fully opened flowers are more 


cut back the woody growth except to 
; " iia than 8 inches across with as many as 7 huge 
remove dead or injured parts since BEAUTIFUL FULL COLOR CATALOG flowers on five- to six- foot stems. The petals 


the new growth develops along these , Z are carmine red in color with white margins 

woody stems 76 Pages illustrating in true color hun- spotted with a deep intense crimeon, Quantity 
ili ond dreds of world's finest, hardiest Peonies, very limited Special price to Horticulture 

Lilacs, Iris, etc. Enclose 25c with request. readers of $5.00 each 

Deductible from first order of $3.00 or RARE HARTFORD CLIMBING FERN 


more! For the first time in many years we have a 
limited number of these unusual ferns for the 


Gardener’s Notebook BR E public $1.50 each 
AND PEONY FARMS AULT, WHITE LADYSLIPPERS 


We once again have a few of the very rare White 
Moccasin Flowers $1.25 each 









































From page 387 





Evidence is accumulating that we are 
Write for Free Fall Folder or our Spring Garden 


killing elms by our programs. Our at- 
; : Book, listing hundreds of rare and 
tention is focused so exclusively on control interesting sland. 
of elm bark beetle, elm leaf beetle or some Pree en Rie ee + ra 
he ble. tl » forget the PUTNEY NURSERY, ING. 
other trouble, that we torg 1¢ Com- BOX 10-H PUTNEY, VERMON'I 


‘ - > ge i aa 4 
plexity of the insect world that strives to For best results plant Peonies in 


September and October. They will 

















maintain a semblance of balance between 
ee ee oe 


TREE PEONIES 


Send for 
Descriptive 
Folder 
and 
Price List 


elms and their enemies be well established for next June 


Recently we examined a group of elms 
that were hanging onto life with great 
difficulty, yet they had received, during 
each of the past four years, two sprays of 
concentrated DDT, one with a miticide; 
two sprays of ferbam, both with soluble for many years. 


blooming. 


he rich coloring of red, pink and 
white and the durability of the 
plants make them garden features 


fertilizer, and one with a miticide. They 


had also been fed three times each year 


with a soluble fertilizer. : ‘ bat: . 
CHERRY HILL NURSERIES 
MRS. ROBERT BARTON’S (Established in 1852) 
' WEST NEWBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
GARDEN SHOP '84,b2¥"!¥ 
75 Granite Street—Of Route 140 
FOXBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 
Unusual containers in alabaster and old metals. | | WD. HDS QO Ez 
Lead and Stone garden accessories. Write for 


catalog. Tel. Foxboro 498 VD), 
ease enler my 


Lily Society Yearbook HORTICULTURE subscription 


300 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASS. 


For a catalog write to 





WILLIAM GRATWICK 


Pavilion, New York 
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Covers all phases of lily culture—articles 
written by specialists P ’ , 
| l []2 Years at [ | 3 Years at 


J Year at }2 
BACK ISSUES $3.00, saving $5.00, saving $7.00, saving 


1947-1948, 1949 through 1953 me $1.20 on the me $3.40 on the me $5.60 on the 


$2 each any 3 for $5 single copy price single copy price. single copy price. 


1954 edition $3 


ncluding complete index of all issues Street 


Vame 


Order from Horticulture’s Book Dept. City Zone State Amt. enclosed $ 


300 Massachusetts Avenue Boston 15, Mass 
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Clippings from 


MASSACHUSETTS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


Horticultural Hall 


ee 


Officers for the Society remain the same 
for the coming year: president, Mrs. H. E. 
Dillard, Kansas City; vice-president, Mrs. 
Leon Witherow, Kansas City; membership 
secretary, Mr. H. E. Dillard, Kansas City; 
Elvin McDonald, 
Peggie Schulz, 


St. Louis Harvest Show 

The St. Louis Horticultural Society is 
sponsoring the Greater St. Louis Harvest 
Show to be held in the Floral Display 
House of the Missouri Botanical Garden 
(Shaw’s Garden) on Sept. 17-18. Special 
societies and other horticultural 


NEW ENGLAND 
GLADIOLUS SOCIETY 


Gladiolus Show 


publications editors, 
Gray, Okla., and Mrs 


plant 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


organizations will cooperate in the Show, 
which will contain classes covering African 
violets, annuals and perennials, chrysan- 
themums, dahlias, glads, herbs, orchids, 
roses, house plants, vegetables, fruits and 


August 19—2-9 P.M. 


August 20—9 A.M.-9 P.M. 
Penna. Federation Meeting 

The Annual Meeting and 25th Anni- 
versary Program of the Garden Club 
Federation of Pennsylvania will be held at 
the Pocono Manor Hotel, Pocono Manor, 
Penna., Sept. 29-30. Mr. Maurice K 
Goddard of the Dept. of Forestry at Penna. 
State Univ. will be the banquet speaker 
Other speakers in thé varied program will 
include Mrs. Karl Rugart on “‘What’s 
New in Horticulture?” and Mrs. George E. 
Patton on “Landscape Design’’. 


q* P 


other plants 


Exhibition of Products 


of Children’s Gardens 
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Gloxinia Society Convention 

At the 2nd Annual Convention of the 
American Gloxinia Society held in Kansas 
City, Mo., last June, Mrs. H. E. Dillard 
took sweepstakes awards. The best plant 
in the show was her Emperor Frederick, 
an older Belgian hybrid with an outstand- 
ing multiple crown 


nial 


en. 


August 24—2-6 P.M. 
August 25—1-6 P.M. 
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The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


389 Suburban Station Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Mr. Georce R. CLarkK, 7reasurer 


Michigan 
Horticultural Society 


a : N ‘ EN} ; -» Presi 
The White House, Belle Isle an, J. Leaman Puneee, Jai, Ewe 


Mrs. E. Pace ALwinson, Secretary 





Detroit 7, Michigan 


® 
MESSAGE TO MICHIGAN GARDENERS: 


We invite you to become members of ovr Society 
With membership you receive a year's subscription 
to Horticulture Magazine, ao free ticket to the 
Flower Show, use of Garden Library of Michigan 
and other services throughout the yeor 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES: 


Individual $4.00 
Duval (man ond wife) ‘ 5.00 


® 
GARDEN LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN 


Materials from the Librory —Books, leaflets, pam 
phiets and clipping are aveilable to any one in 
the Stote through o membership in the Society 
Books ore mailed of a special library rate of 
postage 





® 
FLINT FALL FLOWER AND 
VEGETABLE SHOW 
A JUNIOR SHOW —sponsored by the Yard and 
Gorden Club of Flint and Flint Recreation and 
Park Boord, 


September 10th and ith, 1955 


Heskell Community Center, 220! Forest Hill, West 
End of Homilton Avenve 


Nours 
Soturdey, 4,00 p.m. to 9,00 p.m 
Sunday, 10,00 a.m. te 6.00 p.m 


The Public ls Cordially Invited 
THERE 1S NO ADMISSION CHARGE 





Dear Members 

As chairman of the Membership 
Committee, I know that you will be 
interested in learning how the Penn- 
sylvania Horticultural Society is grow- 
ing 

In 1827, at the time of our organi- 
zation, we started with 53 members, 
with dues at $5.00 a year. By 1844 we 
had 800 members. At the time of the 
Civil War, 1861, we were down to 
150 members. At our Hundredth 
Anniversary, in 1926, our member- 
ship was 1,111. Since then, it has 
steadily increased. Today it is 6,668 
and we would like to see it reach 
10,000 

Our aim is to help you and your 
garden-minded friends. Will you help 
us by sending in the names of one or 
more of your friends who may be 
interested. The Society is very active 
and has much to offer for a very 
modest membership fee 


Frances T, CARSON 
Chairman, Membership Committee 





New Books In Our Library 

All About the Perennial Garden, by 
Montague Free (American Garden 
Cuild & Doubleday). This compre- 
hensive survey of the problems and 
pleasures of the perennial garden is a 
valuable addition to the reference 
library of all gardeners. A step-by- 
step description of the planning and 
planting of a garden includes in- 
numerable helpful suggestions about 
culture and on maintenance of the 
garden when it is established. This is 
followed by a carefully chosen list of 
perennials, suitable for various pur- 
poses and classified by height, color, 
bloom period, fragrance. (R.H.L.S.) 


Wild Flowers and How to Grow Them, 
by Edwin T. Steffek (Crown). There 
are hundreds of books on identifying 
wild flowers, but this book is unique. 
It not only contains pictures and 
descriptions towards their recogni- 
tion but, what is most useful, tells of 
their habitats, their cultivation and 
the best time to move them. (M.W.R.) 
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THE 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Invites you to join 
and 
do your summer reading 


in our 
cool, pleasant library 


WRITE US FOR DETAILS OF 
THE MANY PRIVILEGES 
OF MEMBERSHIP 


$5.00 
$100.00 


Annual Dues 


Life Membership 


389 Suburban Station Bldg. 
1617 Pennsylvania Blvd. 
PHILADELPHIA 3, Pa. 
Tel. Rittenhouse 6-8352 
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COMING EVENTS 


Aug. 7. West Springfield, Mass. Gladiolus 
Exhibition, Western Mass. 
Soc., Horace Moses Memorial Bldg., 
Eastern States Exposition Grounds. 
lug. 13-14. Spring field, Ill. Gladiolus Show, 
Illinois Glad Soc. 

Aug. 18. Worcester, Mass. Display of Lilies 
& Cut Flowers, Worcester Horticultural 
Soc., 30 Elm St. 

Aug. 19-20. Boston. Gladiolus Show, New 
England Glad Soc., Horticultural Hall, 
300 Mass. Ave. 

Aug. 20-21. Chicago. Gladiolus Show, Illi- 
nois Glad Soc., Garfield Park. 

Aug. 23-25. New York, N. Y. 41st Annual 
Convention, Nat'l Assoc. of Gardeners, 
Hotel Governor Clinton. 
tug. 24-25. Boston. Exhibition of Products 
of Children’s Gardens, Mass. Horticul- 
tural Soc., Horticultural Hall. 

Aug. 26-Sept. 10. Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Canadian Nat’! Exhibition, Exhibition 
Park 

Aug. 27. Brooklyn, 
Laurel Garden 
Hall 

Aug. 28. Columbus, Ohio. Ohio State Fair 
Rose Show, Central Ohio Rose Soc., 
Horticulture Bidg., Fairgrounds. 

Sept. 7. Pottstown, Penna. Rose Show, Potts- 
town Rose Soc 


Gladiolus 


Flower Show 


Brooklyn City 


Ohio 
Club, 


August 1955 


Mass. Federation Awards 

The Garden Club Federation of Massa- 
chusetts made the following awards at its 
annual meeting held recently 

A citation was presented to Rev. Robert 
Woods Nicholson of St. Mary’s Church 
Barnstable, for developing a delightful 
garden of box, holly, herbs and other 
plants of meaning 

The Worcester Garden Club was given 
a citation in recognition of the civic beauti- 
fication program begun in 1946 and com- 
pleted in 1954, during which five proper- 
ties were improved. 

A similar award went to Mrs. Harold 
I'wombly for her tireless work for the 
Garden Clubs Service in Army and Vet- 
erans Hospitals, starting in 1941. 

For her accomplishments in her hobby 
of growing and hybridizing roses, including 
the salmon pink and yellow “Love Song” 
and the “First Lady’, Mrs 
Gordon Fisher was a recipient of a citation, 

Likewise honored was Miss Dorcas 
Brigham for completing 25 years of in- 
tensive study and work in her garden 
nursery from which she sells unusual and 


lavender 


improved strains of plants. 

The Flower show Award of Merit was 
given to the Community Garden Club of 
Hamilton and Wenham for outstanding 
achievement in a Christmas show. The 
Mayflower Award of Merit, a new award 
given for the first time, was presented to 
Mrs. Melvin L. Coburn for notable accom- 
plishments in the garden club section of 
the Western Massachusetts Flower Show 


Holly Research Fund 

At the last meeting of the Holly Society 
of America held at Millville, N. J., the 
trustees of the Society authorized the es- 
tablishment of a Holly Research Fund for 
the scientific investigation of holly and its 
problems. The results derived from re- 
search will be published and made avail- 
able to the members. Contributions to 
Fund may be sent to Holly Research 
Fund, Bergner Mansion, Baltimore, Md 


Mushroom Club Officers 


The following officers were elected at 


the 16th annual meeting of the Boston 
Mycological Club, held recently at the 
Biological Laboratories at Harvard Univ.: 
president, Mrs. Ervin H. Lewis; vice- 
president, Walter J. Shea; treasurer, Julian 
W. Ballou; secretary, Mrs. Walter Shea 


«LILIES> 


Grown by SANDY BEST 
Over 200 Varieties 


of the most desirable Garden Lilies 
We carry all named varieties featured at the 
recent Lily Show held in Boston 
Many Rare Kinds 


Send for free illustrated catalog 
NO CUSTOMS DIFFICULTIES 


SANDY BEST « GREENOCK FARM 
GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA 





here they are. . . PLASTIC 
>>> FLOWER POTS 


Clean and Washable, colors do not fade Lighter 
than clay products, women handle them daily 
without undue fatigue 

Leaves that rest on eiges won't rot because of 
non-porous nature of thw sturdy plastic. Unique 
feature of the THREE-HOLE DRAINAGE eystem 
helps plants develop stronger root system. Eevapora 


tion is reduced less watering required 


Ideal, Practical, economical for plants of all sizes 
they add eparkie to any collection 
Available in two colors, Leaf Green or White with 
or without saucers. Postage prepaid 


Matching Saucers 


3% inch 6 for $1.25 G6for$ .5@ 
4 inch 6tor 1.65 6 tor 6 
5 inch 6for 2.00 6tfor 75 
6 inch 6for 2.35 Gfor 1.00 


POTS 


Minimum order $2.00... order from 


FLORAL ART 


Post Office Box 394, Highland Station 
Springfield, Massachusetts 








LIFETIME 


PLASTIC MARKERS 


Send for Catalog, Dept. H2 
10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Michigan 











LILY BULBS 
EATEN BY BORERS? 


Fumi-Soil Capsules kill soil pests easily— 


safely. 
SEE PAGE 393 








3 BARTLETT 
TREE EXPERTS 











BIND 


YOUR COPIES OF 
HORTICULTURE 


Preserve your copies of HortTicuL- 
TURE with an attractive and durable 
binder. Holds a complete year's 
subscription for easy reference 


Styled in handsome, green dura- 
ble imitation leather, its stiff board 
backing and square corners offer 
complete protection. Attractively let- 
tered in gold for easy selection from 
your garden book library. 

Postpaid $2.50 


A year's subscription to Horti- 
CULTURE and a multiple binder 
make an excellent gift. 


Postpaid $5.50 


HORTICULTURE BINDER 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 











GROW YOUR OWN FRUIT 
on DWARF TREES in 2 yeors 


Trees need very smell yard space— 
grow only 6 te 10 ft. in 15 yeors. 
Hordy everywhere. 


Write for color folder with full selection 


CARLTON NURSERY COMPANY 


For 65 yeors——BOX 8-H, Forest Grove, Oregon 





PRIMROSES, PANSIES, 
HARDY CYCLAMEN, HELLEBORUS 
Plants — Seeds 


Send for free catalog in color 


The Clarkes Box 440-H 


Clackamas, Oregon 
FOR HOBBYIST> 











QUALITY PLANTS 


Uj vermond 


oO. & ae 86 8B Ss 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE 


INQUIRIES CORDIALLY ANSWERED 


The World's Finest Roses 


ARE GROWN BY 


JACKSON & PERKINS C0. 


World's Largest Rose Growers 
NEWARK *® * NEW YORK 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Kate 25 cents a word, minimum $4.00, cash with 
10% discount for three consecutive issues using same copy 
Closing date first of month preceding date of issue 
Horticulture, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass 


order 


AMARYLLIS 


following strains 16 DUTCH 
colors $1.00, 40 PRIVAT! 
75 HOWARD & 
HARDY 
LILY OF 
dozer 
6 baal be 


frewh 


26 DUTCH 


AMARYLLIS 
whites or pinks $1.00 
nixed $1.00, 50 ORIENT mixed $1.00 
MITH colors $1.00, 100 MEAD mixed $1.00 
AMARYLLIS, Lycor# Squamigera called MAGI 
JAPAN, exquisite pink blooms in August 6 bulbs $2.25 
$4.00. Hardy Lycoris RADIATA red spider |i! 

$1.76 dozen $5.00. NOT hardy north Lycons AUREA nich 
golden spider lily 6 bulbs $2.75 dozen $5.00. All plump bloon 

og size bulbs prepaid. JOHNSON BROB., P.O. Box 46 

Hound Brook, N 

ARRANGEMENT MATERIALS 
‘MODERN DRY ARRANGEMENTS” with many photo: 


This ad with one dollar brings to you the book and mx skele 
PALM VALLEY RANCH, Box. 70 


need 


dainty 


tonized magnolia leaves 
Palm Springs, California 


BEGONIAS 
BEGONIAS GERANIUMS EXOTICS. House plant 


ste for 50 years. Ullustrated catalog deseritung 1,000 varietic 
Oe. LOGER’S GREEN HOUSES, Danielson, Conn 


BOOKS 
NEW BOOK “AFRICAN VIOLET VARIETY LIST.” Lint 


and deserihes 3600 varieties. Price $1.00. WHITLOW'S BOOK 
STORE, 2236 Paecifie Ave., San Pedro, California 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES 1888-1955. Any 
meue. Garden books supplied. Color plate books, Search ser 

¢ out-of-print books, magazines. Send want list. PI RIOD! 
CAL SERVICE, Box 465-HC, Wilmington, Delaware 


BULBS 
IMPORTED HOLLAND BULBS extra large, Tulips 50 for 


$5.00, 10 colors, postpaid if cash accompanies order. Daffodil 
Hyaemths, crocus, ete Ask free let. VANDERVOOR' 
BULBS, Box 906, Franklin Park, N. J 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
PLEASANT INTERESTING WORK for 


he earned on from your own home. Have a profitable business 
# your own calling on home owners, garden club members 
and anyone with an interest in gardening. Reply Box 
HORTICULTURE, Boston 15, Mass 


DAFFODILS 
DAFFODILS FOR NATURALIZING 


ra, and crocus. Ciloweester daffodi! 
$18.50 per bushel. 10°), extra for 
Free folder, RIVER'S EDGTI 
Virginia 

BESIDES THE LARGEST, most comprehensive let of fine 
NOVELTIES for SHOW of GARDEN, we offer many a 
cellent NATURALIZING varieties, unavailable elsewhere, at 
BARGAIN PRICES. Catalogue of bulbs upon request. THE 
DAFFODIL MART, Nuttall, Gloucester County, Virginia 


pees 


nen or women can 


Also tulips, hyacinth 
mixture $4.05 per peck 
shipping west of Missaeapp 
h LOW R FARM, Nuttal 
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OVER 100 
VARIETIES 
50¢ up 
Immediate Shipment on many plants in 
bud and bloom. Ideal weather to receive 
top condition. Send for Free 
turin ' w Double 
imat ’ 
arietie 


i, Bethayres, Penna 


afternoon 


Tinari Floral Gardens, /)«p/ 


GIANT PANSIES 
rp 


(row giant Pansies with Pitzonka’s 
eed. Kare Swiae 
colors. Exclusive 
$1.50 ppd 
$2.50 ppd 


t-Flower Paney 


w Catalog Pree 
PITZONKA’S PANSY FARM 
AND NURSERY 

Bristol, Pa 


Gree \8™ 


ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS... 
FRUIT TREES and ROSES for every loce- 
tien in your gorden — described and 
Wustrated in our 32-page color catalog 


Box 475 











SMALL. Lew. TALL. BLOOM SPRING To FALL. 
DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, PERMANENT 
BEAUTY. LESS LABOR. ALASKA TO BERMUDA. 
FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET OF 
WHEN -HOW- WHERE -WHICH. 
GARR NURSERY CO. 


WOMELSDORE, Pa. 
DAYLILIES 
DAYLILIES — Heautiful varieties, pleasing prices 
50 bargains, gifts, KANSAS CITY DAYLILY G 
728 Holmes, Kansas City 10, Missouri 


DAYLILIES. Al! 


Catalog 
ARDEN 


of and only Dr. Stout's Hybrids Mow esless 
New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illustrated catalog 
telling Why, When, How, Which and Where to Plant. FARR 
NURSERY CO., Box 4, Womelsdorf, Pa 
DAYLILIES. | argest listing of the best. We ship only blooming 
size plants that wil! please you. HOWE GARDENS, Holliston 
Massachusetts 

EARTHWORMS 
STARR RED EARTHWORMS, GROWN OUTDOORS. 


Convert garbage hest humus plant food, activate com 
post. Home business. Complete instruction book ; folders, $1.00 
000 selected breeders $4.00 postpaid. STARR EARTHWORM 
FARMS, Orland, Calif. America’s most publicized grower 


EXOTIC TROPICAL PLANTS 


TWO WEW TROPICAL jewels EPISCIA LADY LOU with 
pink foliage and PINKISCIA new hybrid Episcia 
s $6.00 value for $5.00 postpaid this month 

Write for our list of choice 
ARDENS, 9550 8. W. 67th 


into ri 


gorgeou 
with pink flowers 
mly to readers of Homticuvtune 
House Plants. FANTASTIC G 
Ay South Miami 43, Florida 
GERANIUMS 
VARIETIES, including 
10¢. HOLMES ¢ 
Los Altos, California 
GREENHOUSES 
COMPLETE GREENHOUSE UNDER $50. 6 x & feet. Build 
few hours. New type, no foundation needed. Instructions $1.00 
VISKAY CO., Box 403, Lake Worth, Florida 
HOLLY 
AND LIST. Largest and 


KARLE DILATUSH 
New Jersey 
RIS 
IRIS. Newest and best varieties, sper ollections at attractive 
prices. Free color catalog. CHE RRY ‘MII L IRIS GARDENS 
Pleasant Valley, Pennsylvania 
Ris. The Finest, The Newest 


Dutch Varieties. Send for FREE ¢ 
DIFHL'S GARDENS 


I ancy 
West 


Dwarf and 


229 CHOICE 
MILLER, 250 


Leaved. Catalog 


Portola Avenue 


Holly 
SPI 


oldest 


FREE BOOKLET 
HOLLY 


Nursery in the Fast 
CLALIST, Robbinaville 


Dwarf, Tall Bearded and 
atalog. Sample Hy bridizers 
Box 307-H 


(Charts sent on request 


Alamo, California 


LILIES 
AGAPANTHUS, Iiiue Lily of the Nile in bud or bloom. Buy 
now $3.00. FREEMAN'S FLOWERS, 197 South Riverview 
St., Bradford, Maes 
MAGAZINES 


GREENHOUSE GARDENING MAGAZINE. 1 hx 
leation regularly devoted to better greenhouse gardening 
Regular features include: Seasonal planting guide. Tropical 
plants. New equipment. Source of supply for plants, bulbs, 
seed, ete. Greenhouse news and management. Edited by 
Ernest Chabot, author of “Greenhouse Gardening for Every 
one Bi-monthly, 3-year subscription 18 imeues $2.00 
l-year subscription 6 imues — $1.00. UNDER GLASS, 
P.O, Box 114, Irvington, New York (on the Hudson) 


only pul- 


DAYLILIES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
FREE LIST ittustroted in 


color. Better varieties ~ 
lower prices. 


Rassll Gardens 


Spring 12, Texes 


GROWERS OF 
. THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 








New Flowers 
in Picture 


Rare Bulbs—New House Plants—Seeds of 
Hard-to-find Flowers. Interesting catalog on 
request, Dept. B. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 





MOORESTOWN 
NEW JERSEY 














Free 
Early orders advised 
WASSENDERS GARDENS 
The Peony C 


Vq Miles E. on U.S. 30, 
VAN WERT, “OHIO 


ity” 


MUSHROOMS 


| GROW MUSHROOMS. (ellar, Shed, Spare, ful! time, year 
round. We pay $3.50 lb. We paid Babbit $4,165.00 in few 
weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM IND 
Dept. 114, 2054 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash 


ORCHIDS 
CYPRIPEDIUM ORCHIDS IN BUD or to flower at next 


| 
regular period. Best orchids to grow in the home and for 
| corsage flowers. Strong healthy: 3 plants for $10.75. CYM 

BIDIUM ORCHIDS, STRONG FLOWERING SIZE 
| PLANTS: 3 for $19.50. Order now. Assorted colors. Selected 
labeled cymbidium back bulbs; 2 for $5. Other unlabeled stock 
t bulbs $1.50. FREE cultural bulletin and seedling lists 
SHERMAN ORCHID GARDENS, Dept. H-8, Grand at 


Gladstone, Glendora, California 


PEONIES 


} semi-double, two tree peonies. Any 


Free list. ATHA GARDENS, West 


THREE JAPANESE, 
group $4.95. All $13.95 
Liberty, Ohio 

AUTEN PEOWNIES are among the world’s finest. Doubles 
Japs, Singles. Sensational extra early Hybrids now at reduced 
prices. Special free peony offers with orders. Free list. Collec 
tion H, five choice kinds, all different, labelled, $3.50, postpaid 
EDWARD AUTEN, JR., Box T, Princeville, Illinois 
KANSAS, Aerie, Plainsman 
erner and many other “Bigger 
MYRON D. BIGGER, Dept. H 
Kansas 


Miss Dainty, Jayhawker, West 
Peonies. Prices on request 
1147 Oakland Ave., Topeka, 


__ POSITION WANTED 


GARDEN-SUPT. Scotch, 58, 16 years present position, i! 
years previous one, experienced al! branches Horticulture and 
private Estate Management. Leaving owing death of owner 
NORMAN MATTHEW, 3805 Geddes Road, R.F.D. #2, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan 


PRIMROSES 
SPRING COLOR FOR YOUR SHADIER SPOTS with 


Barnhaven's famous, hardy, at least silver dollar-size prim 
roses. Plan or plant your late winter and early spring garden 
pietures now, blending or contrasting countless vivid shades 
and pastel tints with the primroses awarded the blue ribbon 
at Royal Horticultural Hall, London, 1954, 1955. Large plants 
at reduced summer prices, economical transplants for spring 
bloom, fresh-picked, hand-pollinated seed (with leaflet for 
quick and easy germination methods), all listed and illustrated 
in charmingly different, informative book-catalog sent upon 
request. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Oregon 
PRIMROSE SEED. 1955 crop ready in August in $1.00 pack 
ets. Folder on request. PRIMROSE CORNER, Rt. 2, Box 
26.56 Redmond, Washington 

WILDFLOWERS 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS to brighten a shady nook 
Send today for Free Catalogue. WAKE ROBIN FARM 
R.D., Home, Pennsylvania 





Please Mention HORTICULTURE 


When Patronizing Our Advertisers 
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Winter Bouquets 
From page 399 


apart the clusters of flowers in the 
package and then sow the seed. Statice 
blooms over a long period and sends 
up from a flat rosette of leaves num- 
erous spikes with wing-like blooms 

Mealycup sage (Salvia farinacea Blue 
Bedder) is a very worthwhile tender 
perennial, grown as an annual in New 
England. It breaks the monotony of 
the August border where phlox pre- 
dominates and continues to send up 
blue spikes until late fall. I usually 
cut spikes for drying as late as pos- 
sible, as the tone of blue is much more 
intense at that time. 

One flower in a dried bouquet 
which always surprises people is del- 
phinium. Available today in many 
tints and tones of blue and lavendar, 
as well as pink and white, its spires 
dominate the early summer. After 
flowering, remove the flower spikes 
and cut back the foliage later after it 
ripens. Feed plants, and you will get 
a second bloom in the fall. 

Annual larkspur, too, although 
nearly through blooming in many 
gardens now, is an excellent source of 
material for drying. Many colors are 
available. It is one of the few annuals 
which can be sown in late fall 

Globe thistle (Echinops ritro), with 
its gray-green foliage and globular 
steel-blue flowers, is a striking addition 
to any border. I cut the flowers while 
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Horticultural Hall, Boston, Massachusetts 





WALDOR 


Prefabricated ALL-ALUMINUM 


Greenhouses 


YEARS of Pleasure! 
PROFIT if you wish ... 


<<a Doctors say you'll live longer 

. with a relaxing hobby. Here's 

i , a family project, something to 

— Souques by the author | show friends! For year-round 

: “a pleasure grow the many dif 

still green for drying, as they shatter , 5 eee ahiede cau teak an 

i -d, in a wonderful 
if you wait until they turn blue AN-T ways want 

: : ’ sas ° oS WALDOR All-Aluminum 

Another interesting green accent Is So Greenhouse. All styles, sizes 

; > | Quickly, easily erected (only 

Be Ils ol Ire land (Molucella laevis). | his 4 m eam gets pollnay x cae 

annual grows in such graceful curves essary). No rot, no rust, no 

that it is in great demand as a cut paint! Special models for hob 

gil : ; ; byist spare time or retire 

flower for line arrangements. Be cer- ARISTOCRAT ment income - : po or 

j ; ; : . large commercial grow 

<# 
tain to pick it early in the season for a, ern er. Guaranteed 10 years, 


drying; otherwise the green bells will in writing. Only $249 
up. Relax, live longer 


turn yellow and drop off. [ y owith thda hobby! 
Roses always take a new lease on 
life once cooler weather arrives DIPLOMAT 


Strangely enough, their scent is more FOR Illustr. CATALOG 


intense when the flowers are dried b ' 1 write to 
Red varieties, such as New Yorker, y return mar 


Blaze, Crimson Glory and Etoile de WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Holland, dry better than those with Dept. 1808 Salem, Mass. 
See page 406 








CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 


If you are moving soon, you won't want to miss a single copy 
Please give us six weeks’ notice and send us both your old address and your new 
address with the date it becomes effective 


of HorricuLtury 


HORTICULTURE, 300 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts 














We Invite You to Join... 


Gentlemen: 


Please enroll me as a member 


Name 
Street 


City 





Che Massachusetts Horticultural Society 


300 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, BOSTON 15, MASSACHUSETTS 


$5.00 enclosed 


Please send me more information free. 
‘ many and the cost is modest. Annual membership at $5.00 


State 


MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 30,000 volumes), and other special advantages 
300 Massachusetts Avenue Boston 15, Massachusetts Gardeners throughout the country find the library 


For a Century and a Quarter... 


thousands of amateur gardeners and professionals alike 


have enjoyed membership in our Society. The benefits are 


per year provides each member with these services a 
year's subscription to our magazine Horticulture, tickets 
to our great Spring and Fall Shows, personalized horti 
cultural advice, the privilege of borrowing, in person or by 
mail, books from our great garden library (more than 


privilege alone worth the membership fee. 








August 1955 





Plant Seeds NOW for 
Loveliest Blue Flowers 
Early Next Spring 

SAVE MONEY — and have more, 
earlier, better flowers. You'll enjoy 
growing your own planta, have lots 
more, up to 8 worth for just Me 
Rasy to grow, directions FREE 
SPECIAL, Full-Size Packet - Send Dime Today! 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 268 Burpee 
Philadelphia 32,Pa. or Clinton. towa or Riverside Colt 





(FoR UNUSUAL 


ORCHID 
SPECIES 
v 
write to 
MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 
Orchids 
MONROE, MICHIGAN 





Dept. H 


grow 


‘ 


orchids 


LASILY...1N YOUR OWN HOME OR GARDEN IN ANY CLIMATE! 
MOW you con grow America’s most popular orchid, the 
enotic Cymbidium, using letest methods of culture Full instruc 
thons with every shipment 
Glamorize your home and garden 
with sole of blooms. Fully met 








or build @ protiteble hobby 


‘be 
heve beautiful spikes of orchids neat spring 
$7.00 per plent 3 tor $20, postpeid 
Fully queranteed. Send check or money order to 
SANTA BARBARA MISSION GARDENS 
1132 Hjll Reed ~ Sente Borbore - Colifornia Lept. A 
——_——— 








HEMEROCALLIS HYBRIDS 


BLOOMS 
May-June 
June-July 
July-August 
July-August 
July-August 
July-August 


NAME 
Apricot 
Bay State 
Goldeni 
Gold Imperial 
Mrs. A. H. Austin 
Radiant 


All plants 50¢ each 
3 of one variety $1.35 + 10 of one variety $3.50 


WESTON NURSERY 


BROWN & WINTER ST. | FRANKLAND STREET 
WESTON, MASS. HOPKINTON, MASS. 








WINNING DAYLILIES 


Bertrand Farr Pink Charm, Crystal Pink 
Hesperus, Rosaflare, $5.60 value, $3.56 
hxtensive modern collections of Irises 

Tree Peonies 


Poppies ( alalogue 


ARVISTA GARDENS 
Hor H, Battle Creek, Michigan 





The author’s work baskets contain wild and exotic materials as well as garden 
flowers in two containers at the right. Quantities of seed pods are included 


Winter Bouquets 
From page 405 
pink and yellow tones. If you grow the 
multiflora rose, pick some of the rose hips 
while they are still green, as well as later 
when orange-red 

A satisfying aspect of winter bouquets 1s 
that even those who do not have a garden 
can gather a wealth of material from coun- 
try roadsides. Goldenrod is one of the 
best flowers to dry and is easily available 
fever 


Rag- 


to everyone. Do not let the hay 
bugaboo deter you from picking it 
weed is the culprit, not goldenrod. 
Joe-pye-weed and its relative boneset 
bloom abundantly in late summer and 
make a charming bouquet with goldenrod 
and wild grasses, The joe-pye-weed should 
be picked before fully open, and though 
it can be picked when the flowers are 
fully 
the bud form. 


Queen Anne’s lace, clover, thistles and 


out, the color is more intense in 


milkweed pods are all easy to collect and 
add to any 
bouquet. Dock is superb for large arrange- 
ments. It can be first picked early in the 


variation in color and form 


season when it is green, in the summet 


when rosy-beige and in the fall when 


dark brown. Tansy, with its orange-yellow 
buttons, should be gathered early — not 
late. Scotch those 
who enjoy line arrangements. Shape broom 


broom is a must for 
into the curves you desire and tie it, allow- 
ing it to dry that way. Or you can dry it 
hanging straight, soak it later, tie it into 
the curves you desire and then allow to 
dry 

If you do not have a garden and do not 
wish to gather wild flowers, many florists 
carry statice, cockscomb, straw flowers 
and many kinds of foliage in the fall. Many 
exotic materials are available as well. 

Today, there is such great interest in 
winter arrangements, that large amounts 
are being shipped in from Hawaii, South 
America, South Africa and other coun- 
tries, as well as Florida and California. 
Maroon-colored manzanita branches, 
brown pods of paulownia, leaves of the 
sea grape, rose-colored California pepper 
berries and turquoise berries of the travel- 
er’s palm represent a few of the wide 
assortment available. 

You will find that many exotic materials 
can be harmoniously combined with the 
flowers from your garden and the wild. 
I have found that dried bouquets bridge 
the long gap between the last chrysanthe- 
mums of fall and the first crocus of spring 











Send for fre« 


PERFECT GARDEN LABEL 


1d pencil markin permanent 


Really reliable iHions in satisfactory 

use, Beautiful gray green color blends 

with garden. A style for every ourpose 
HOWARD HAMMITT 

13 Lewls Street Hartford 5, Conn, 


os cheerful summer border in 
the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
bert H. Hood is enhanced by a lux- 
uriant lawn in the foreground and a 
lush background of trees and shrubs. 
Free-flowering annuals, including 
pink and white petunias, hybrid dahl- 
ias raised from seed, bachelor but- 
tons, nicotiana, snapdragons and a 
host of other summer flowers have 
been used to create a brilliant color 


effect. Note the use of double hemero- 





Our Back Cover 


callis, one of the sturdiest of hardy 
perennials, on the extreme left. 

More and more gardens are using 
annuals for summer effects, since they 
are easily transplanted from pots or 
flats and create an immediate effect. 
Brilliant when used in broad masses, 
these showy summer flowers provide 
an abundance of color and cut flower 
material as well. Close planting elimi- 
nates weeds and reduces the loss of 
moisture. 
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Red Rieh Grawberty 


PLANT PATENT NO. @@5 


GET A HEAD START ON SPRING + PLANT STRAWBERRIES THIS FALL 


[ PLANTS READY OCTOBER Ist 


Use the coupon. Order your strawberries now for 
October planting. Get your plants established this 
fall and harvest luscious strawberries next spring. 
Fall planting instructions with order. 


[ WE PREPAY POSTAGE~- PLANTS GUARANTEED 
¥ RED RICH PRICE LIST 
12 Plants $2.95; 25 Plants $5.00; 50 Plants $8.50; 
100 Plants $15.00; 250 Plants $32.50. 


PYRAMID Circular Terraced Garden 


Large, four terrace aluminum PYRAMID. Six feet in diam 
eter. Complete instruction Recommend 50 everbearing 


strawberry plants. PO6I PAID, without plants $9.95 


TRAOE MARE 


Midseason) Our choice for the ‘All American’ June bearing 
Jumbo has everything everything the and 
commercial grower demand in an all pape strawberry. It is 


full of real honey 


home gardener 
leep red all the way through and choc 
sweet goodness. Berries are firm for shipping and handling 
In actual freezing tests Jumbo rated superior and records 
prove it is one of the heaviest yielding strawberries known 


Chances are—Jumbo will soon be your favorite 


JUMBO PRICE LIST—We Prepay Postage 
25 Plants $2.10; 50 Plants $3.35; 100 Plants $5.60. 


For three 
Red Rich 


ye 


a7 
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thi 


TOPS 


Grow redrich like thes 
VIELD ean, 


crop the very first season 


frost resistant. Croj 


them from spring through fall's early tros 


Real everbearers. Pu 


after 


k 


ts 


SIZE bux. plants, extra large berries 


In a midwest university test 


best of twenty-uine everbearing variet 


TASTE Real strawberry goodnes 


sity test rated ‘Sweet High 


FREEZING Tops for freezing 


through. Wonderful shortcakes all wi 


BEAUTY Tall, thrifty plane 
dark green foliage. Plant alo 
or garden edging 

gardener averaged a quart per plant from his Red Rich 


in taste 


Red cle 


ifer lon 


Beaurnf 


ig walks, borde 


Jumbo 


in everbearers 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 


733-S GALESBURG, MICH. 


Please send 


Please sen 


Plea es 


na im 


me P¢ 


i me P 


tpaid Red Rich plants I enclose 
Jumbo 


PYRAMIDS 


plants 


e Postpa 


Red Rich prove 
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TOPS in June bearers 





UNIVERSITY MICROFILMS 
313 N. FIRST STREET 
ANN Al?OR MICHIGAN 
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